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For You, For Me 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 


N MOCKERY they put a crown 
Of thorns upon His brow— 
Behold, a crown of majesty 
He wears in Heaven now! 


His hands and feet by cruel nails 
Were pierced—what infamy!— 

But now in Heaven those sacred wounds 
Intercede for me. 


For you, for me He bore the wounds 
The sword thrust in His side— 

Behold Him now at God’s right hand 
Reigning and glorified! 


w 


Keys to God's Treasure House 


In the Scriptures God has given us 
a wealth of spiritual treasure. It is not 
for display to unbelief, skepticism, and 
hard hearts. Its riches are kept, as it 
were, under locks that only certain keys 
will open; but it is wonderful to know 
that these keys are available to every 
believer and may be had without money. 
Here are six of them: (1) A cleansed 
heart. The blood of Christ is the only 
thing that will wash a sinner’s heart 
and prepare it to receive God’s riches. 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
Sin clouds the spiritual eyesight, like 


cataracts on the eyes. (2) Prayer for 
the Spirit’s guidance. Pray the Psalm- 
ist’s prayer: “Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law” (Psa. 119:18). When the 
Lord Jesus promised the Comforter, He 
said, “He will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shal] hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it-unto 
you” (John 16:13, 14). (3) A submis- 
sive will. “If any man will to do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myself” (John 7:17). Dora 
Greenwell, a godly writer of the last 
century, said, “Christ will not trust 
Himself to a divided heart.” Christ 
would not reveal the deepest spiritual 
truths to the scribes and Pharisees, who 
came to Him with captious questions, 
but reserved them for His own disciples 
who loved Him. (4) Steady reading, 
and comparing Scripture with Scripture. 
“For precept must be upon precept, pre- 
cept upon precept; line upon line, line 
upon line; here a little, and there a 
little” (Isa, 28:10). It stands to reason 
that we cannot find the gold, silver, and 
precious stones of the Bible unless we 
read it constantly. (5) Meditation. This 
is different from mere reading: it means 
stopping, thinking, and praying over 
what we read, and asking ourselves 


what application it has to us. One of 
the marks of a godly man is that “his 
delight is in the law of the Lord; and 
in his law doth he meditate day and 
night” (Psa. 1:2). Jeremiah said, “Thy 
words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called 
by thy name, O Lord God of hosts” (15: 
16)—suggesting a careful meditation on 
the very words, which made the whole 
Word a source of joy. Some think medi- 
tation is a lost art in these days of hurry, 
but it need not be, for we have as much 
time ,as our forefathers—twenty-four 
hours a day. (6) Obedience. The ulti- 
mate purpose of the Bible is that we 
may put it into practice in our own lives 
and preach and teach it to others. “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Unwill- 
ingness to obey what the Word says to 
us quenches the light of the Holy Spirit 
and locks the vaults of God’s treasure 
house. We ought to give God the chance 
to speak to us every day, through His 
Word, and then act in faith on what He 
tells us. Commentaries, textbooks, pub- 
lic teaching, and preaching have a definite 
place in our progress in the knowledge 
of God’s Word, but they are ineffective 
without the use of these six keys. 


Six Months To Livel 


By G. A. Bucher 


the market square of a city in the 
The In- 
dians are milling around offering their 
wares, and a young couple has stopped 
to give interested attention to a brightly 


A SCENE flashed on a screen showed 


highlands of Ecuador. 


colored blanket of typical design. The 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“When I fall, I shall arise; when 
I sit in darkness, the Lord shall 
be a light unto me” (Mic. 7:8b). 

















face of the man turned toward the 
camera denotes character and intelli- 
gence. The Kodachrome was taken in 
July, 1955; the handsome young mission- 
ary had just six months to live, almost 
to a day. He was one of the heroic band 
of five who died by the lances of the 


‘ Aucas on the banks of a jungle river. 


Six months to live! There is no evi- 
dence that such a thought is passing 
through his mind as he examines in- 
tently this sample of the handiwork of 
a primitive people. It is our impression 
that in his case such a knowledge would 
have made little difference. Rather we 
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are certain that the last lap of his 
earthly career was nobly run. 

None the less, the incident may set a 
bell ringing within our own conscience. 
Whether we think of the eventualities of 
life or the imminence of the Lord’s re- 
turn, we are faced by the sobering pos- 
Sibility that the next six months may 
write the final chapter of the story of 
our pilgrimage here below. The fact 
that we have no such premonition means 
nothing at all. Departure from this 
world is one event which does not nec- 
essarily cast its shadow before. There 
is no reason to believe that God considers 
Himself obligated to send us a special 
messenger warning us that our time has 
come. 

Here an important question comes up. 
As the closing pages are written, shall 
we be haunted by the memory of un- 
finished business? We often think of 
Heaven as a place where certain things 
are absent. That is true from several 
angles. Experiences may be ours now 
which shall never again be possible. 
Opportunities are ours today which shall 
never return throughout the reaches of 
eternity. When the shades of night de- 
scend over our day of earthly toil, the 
curtain falls on some kinds of activity 
forevermore. 

Six months to live, the last chance to 
exercise faith in God! “Over yonder” 
faith is so common as to be valueless,. 
because nobody doubts. “For who 
hopeth for that which he seeth?” (Rom. 
8:24, A.S.V.) In a world in which His 
“servants ..., see his face” there is no 
virtue in faith, Now “we walk by faith, 
not by sight,” but when unseen realities 
become visible, the day for walking by 
faith will be past. That faith which is 
“much more precious than .. . gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried by fire” 
must be developed and perfected during 
the span of our earthly life. If we are 
tempted to think that our faith is being 
strained to the breaking point, we might 
remember that never again shall we 
have the opportunity of declaring our 
trust in God, or of proving His faithful- 
ness to us. Not even in the praises of 
the angelic hosts did the Lord Jesus feel 
the peculiar joy that was His as He en- 
countered the faith of a poor Gentile 
woman and a Roman army officer. When 
Paul says, “I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith,” he knows that 
this is his last turn around the track. 
His next experience will be to see his 

Lord face to face. 

Six months to live, never again to 
call on God out of the pressure of prob- 
lems and perplexities! Yes, we shall 
worship and praise throughout eternity. 
But never more shall we feel the bur- 
den of intercession, nor rejoice when de- 
liverance comes in answer to our cry. 
The Son of man prayed constantly dur- 
ing His life on earth, and He is still 
praying now that He has ascended to 
Heaven. But His disciples have diffi- 
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culty in following His example. This 
world offers so much to engage our at- 
tention that it is not easy for us to close 
our eyes in prayer. Yet what Christian 
would pretend that any of this world’s 
wonders are comparable to the glories 
that await our eyes over there? Over 
yonder the opportunities for seeing will 
be unlimited, whereas the time for pray- 
ing will have gone forever. Would it 
not be a way to “walk... not as fools, 
but as wise,” to determinedly shut our 
eyes now in order that we- might use 
the potentialities of prayer while it is 
still possible to wield that mighty 
power? 

Six months to tread earth’s harsh and 
rugged pathways, then never again 
through countless ages to feel bruising 
stone or piercing thorn! The prospect 
thrills. our hearts. But a_ sobering 
thought arrests us. We remember that 
“if we suffer, we shal] also reign with 
him” (2 Tim, 2:12). We envision an 
eternity of reigning with Christ, but this 
seems to hinge in some way on our 
suffering with Him (Rom. 8:17). We 
heard the story of a preacher who with 
open-eyed cynicism declared that “he 
had chosen less of cross, even though 
it meant less of crown.” Certainly this 
is an expression of moral cowardice, 
even though we may admire the frank- 
ness with which the statement is made. 
But do we ever find ourselves trying 
to slip easily and comfortably into Glory, 
bearing a minimum of scars as evidence 
that we “fought to win the prize and 
sailed through bloody seas”? 





The Dead Sea Scrolls 


OME ancient scrolls, dating 
back 2,000 years and discovered 
recently in caves near the Dead 
Sea, have created widespread in- 
terest and raised questions con- 
cerning their bearing on the Bible. 
Dr. Joseph P. Free, Archaeglogi- 
cal Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMES, was on one of the expedi- 
tions looking for more caves con- 
taining additional manuscripts. In 
a series of four articles, beginning 
in the issue of March 31 (two 
weeks from this issue) he reviews 
the facts concerning these discov- 
eries and evaluates their signifi- 
cance. They show how carefully 
the text of our Bible has been 
copied down through the years. 
An 18-week subscription for $1 
(Canada, $1.10 U.S.A. dollars), if 
sent immediately, will include Dr. 
Free’s four articles—and many 
other interesting features. Send 
subscriptions at once, requesting 
Dr. Free’s articles, to The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Christians of twentieth century Amer- 
ica face a special temptation in this 
regard. No people in history ever 
achieved such a high degree of material 
comfort; and constantly, through press 
and radio, living comfortably is- pre- 
sented as though it were the real ob- 
jective of our existence. It is true, 
nevertheless, that our modern economic 
setup does make tremendous demands 
on time and strength. Some people may 
feel that the task of making a living is 
so strenuous as to leave little energy 
for anything else. Yet the multitudes 
who will shiver in a football stadium, 
even in rain and snow, as spectators of 
an athletic contest, seem to belie such a 
contention. 


Enthusiasm like that is seldom wit- 
nessed in religious circles. In some 
quarters one gets the impression that if 


(Continued on page 201) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Are “Conversion” and 
“Salvation” the Same Thing? 


I enjoy the “Notes on Open Letters” 
very much and never fail to read them. 
Comes now a time when I would like 
to ask a question. In Luke 22:32, Jesus 
said to Peter, “When thou art con- 
verted, strengthen thy brethren.” 

We as a rule figure “conversion” and 
“salvation” as one and the same thing, 
but I looked up the word “converted” 
in Strong’s Concordance also in Win- 
ston’s Dictionary, and found it to mean, 
“return, turn about, come back,” etc. 
In Strong’s, and in Winston’s, “to 
change from unbelief to faith.” 

However, Peter must have been 
saved a long time before this. I think 
I know what the Lord meant, but then 
there must be a lot of us Christians 
and especially some preachers who 
are saved but not converted. I would 
like to get your comments on- this.— 
A Michigan reader. 


This reader is right in thinking that 
“conversion” and “salvation” are not one 
and the same thing, in their root mean- 
ings. But in popular usage they often 
are used as synonyms. For instance, we 
speak of the time of one’s conveysion, 
meaning the time when he received sal- 
vation or was saved. 

The marginal reading for this text in 
“The Companion Bible” is, “When thou 
hast once turned again”; and in Scofield, 
“Hast turned back again.” Obviously 
this did not mean that Peter was not 
saved, for sorrie time before he had given 
a clear confession, saying to the Lord 
Jesus, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God,” and the Lord Jesus 
answered, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 16:16, 17). 

In one edition of the Winston Diction- 


(Continued on page 201) 














Lesson for March 25 


IV. What Happens When a Christian Sins? 


By MINER B. STEARNS, Th.D. 


Does the Devil tell the truth when he accuses? 





effects of a Christian’s sin upon 
himself. How many of us stop to 
think that when we sin something hap- 
pens, not only on earth, but also in 
Heaven? What does thé Bible have to 
say about that? From Revelation 12:10 
we learn that the Devil, or Satan, is 
also called “the accuser of our brethren,” 
that is, of all true Christians, and that 
he is at the present time busy accusing 
them before God, day and night. Now 
our Saviour has described the Devil as 
“a liar, and the father of it” (John 8: 
44). However, though an inveterate liar, 
the Devil is also very clever, and un- 
doubtedly too clever to lie to God in his 
accusations of believers. He knows that 
he would only be denounced for the liar 
that he is, and such false accusations 
would be worse than useless. The un- 
fortunate part of it is that the Devil 
does not have to lie, or invent false ac- 
cusations against Christians. He has his 
secret agents (demons) busy every- 
where in the world, bringing him re- 
ports about what you and I and all other 
Christians are doing. It is all too true, 
as James says (3:2), “In many things we 
offend all.” And we may be sure that 
Satan takes good note of our slightest 
offense against God’s holy will. So that 
what happens in Heaven when a Chris- 
tian sins is that Satan, with diabolic 
glee, accuses that Christian before God 
in a very loud voice. It is thus that 
secret sin on earth becomes open scandal 
in Heaven, as Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer 
used so well to say. 
The Believer’s Defense Attorney 
Very fortunately, that is not all that 
happens in Heaven when a Christian 
sins. Satan’s accusation is not allowed 
to go unchallenged. It is as if Satan 
were the prosecuting attorney at a trial, 
where God the Father sits on the bench 
as Judge, while the sinning Christian 
is the defendant, though not present in 
person. What lawyer will undertake the 
defense of a client already known to be 
guilty? And what defense can he pos- 
sibly present before God, to keep the 
guilty Christian from receiving the pun- 
ishment he deserves? Once again, the 
Bible gives us the answer. We read in 
1 John 2:1, 2, “If any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins.” Jesus Christ is 
our Advocate, our defense attorney, and 
He pleads guilty on our behalf. He 
makes no excuses, for there are none. 
He seeks no extenuating circumstances. 
He asks no leniency. He simply pro- 
claims the fact that “he is the propi- 
tiation for our sins.” In other words, He 


S: FAR, we have examined only the 


It is easy to suppose that a Chris- 
tian’s sin—as long as it does not 
directly injure anyone else—is en- 
tirely a personal matter with him. 
But it has far-reaching effects, both 
in Heaven and on earth. These are 
discussed in this fourth article of the 
series by Dr. Stearns, principal of 
the Bible Institute of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission and president of 
Global Gospel Broadcasts, Inc. There 
are six articles in the series, to be 
continued next week. 








has already fully satisfied all the demands 
and claims of God’s holy hatred of sin. 
Divine justice has already been meted 
out, and fallen upon the spotless Lamb 
of God, whose wounds are mute evi- 
dence of the fact He has “by himself 
purged our sins” (Heb, 1:3).° This is 
one of the reasons for the great fact 
mentioned at the beginning of this study, 
that the believer is not lost, when he 
sins, even though he deserves to be. 
Nevertheless, it is a tragedy that we 
should sin at all, and thus give another 
opportunity to Satan to enjoy a mo- 
mentary triumph in Heaven, and give to 
our Saviour the painful duty of con- 
firming with shame the accusation, even 
though His blood has already paid the 
ransom. 

The results of the Christian’s sin, thus 
far examined, are what might be termed 
the inevitable’ results, which follow in 
every caSe, no matter how slight the 
offense. There are some other possible 
results which depend on the nature, 
gravity, and duration of the believer’s 
sin; and no serious study of this subject 
should omit these. 

First let us examine the question of 
possible chastisement. This does not 
refer to punishment in the hereafter, 
for that question has been settled once 
for all by the forgiveness of all our sins, 
past, present, and future, received at 
the moment of our salvation (Col. 2:13). 
Eternal punishment does not correct or 


improve the character of those who un- 


dergo it. It is, on the one hand, the 
necessary carrying out of the require- 
ments of divine justice, for those who 
reject or neglect God’s gracious offer 
of free and full forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ (Heb, 2:3); and, on the 
other hand, a protective measure for the 
rest of mankind, the lost souls being 
finally shut up in a place where they 
can no longer do harm to others. What 
is meant here by chastisement refers to 
corrective measures which a _ loving 
Father applies to His wayward child in 
this life, in order to teach him to 
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walk in the right way. Whether such 
chastisement is required, and what form 
and duration it shall have, are things 
that God in His infinite wisdom and love 
must determine in each individual case. 
One thing is certain: God is a very wise 
Father, who does not intend to spoil His 
children, through lack of discipline. The 
Christian who persists in sin may be 
sure that he will sooner or later feel 
God’s hand of chastisement upon him, 
and this chastisement may in extreme 
cases be very severe. 

Several Bible passages give us light on 
this subject, the most extensive being 
Hebrews 12:5-11. Verse 8 informs us 
that “all are partakers”’ of God’s chas- 
tisement, for all Christians need it, 
albeit in varying degrees. The purpose 
of the chastisement is indicated in verse 
10, “That we might be partakers of his 
holiness.” Finally, verse 11 tells us that 
we benefit from this chastisement only 
when we take it to heart and seek to 
learn the lessons which God intends 
for us in it, or, in the, words of the text, 
when we “are exercised thereby.” It 
should be noted that the word trans- 
lated “chastisement” in this passage 
comes from the Greek root for “child.” 
The chastisement is thus simply child- 
training, and has no relation to such a 
word as “punished” found in 2 Thessa- 
lonians 1:9. In other words, the chas- 
tisement envisaged in Hebrews 12 is a 
family matter, and not a legal or judi- 
cial matter. 


Neglecting To Judge Themselves 

This same word for “child-training” 
is found in 1 Corinthians 11:32. Verse 
31 tells us that we may escape certain 
of God’s chastisements by the simple 
expedient of judging ourselves, that is, 
by recognizing and condemning our own 
shortcomings, sins, and failures, and 
applying the remedy which we shall ex- 
amine further on. However, if we neg- 
lect to judge ourselves, God will do it 
for us, Says verse 32. “But when we 
are judged, we are chastened [child- 
trained] of the Lord, that we should not 
be condemned with the world.” The last 
phrase of that verse is very important 
for the doctrine of eternal security, God 
will chastise His erring child, but will 
never condemn him to eternal punish- 
ment “with the world” of unsaved peo- 
ple. In the case ynder examination, 
some Christians had been guilty of awful 
profanation of the Lord’s Table, some 
actually getting drunk on this solemn 
occasion (v. 21). Obviously, in such a 
state of inebriety, they could not eat 
or drink of the bread and wine of the 
Communion service in a worthy manner. 
Others did not indulge in such excesses, 
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_ 2 Corinthians 2:4-8. 
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but still did not discern “the Lord’s 
body” (v. 29), that is, did not take seri- 
ously the sacredness of the occasion, did 
not in their own hearts commemorate 
the Lord’s death (vs. 25, 26). The chas- 
tisement for such light-mindedness was 
drastic: “Many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep” (have died) 
(v. 30). This was no doubt a case of 
the “sin unto death” mentioned in 1 John 
5:16, the death in question being physi- 
cal death, and not spiritual death. An- 
other example of a threat of physical 
death as chastisement for a very grave 
sin is found in 1 Corinthians 5:1-5. It 
is important to note in verse 5 that there 
was no loss of salvation expected, even 
in this case of shocking immorality. But 
if the guilty person had not repented, 
he would most certainly have been de- 
livered unto Satan “for the destruction 
of the flesh,” which involves physical 
death, whatever interpretation one gives 
to the word “flesh” in this context. For- 
tunately, the guilty one did repent, as a 
result of this warning, as we learn from 
It is possible that 
God’s chastisements were more severe 
in the early days of the Church,: just 
as they were in the early days of Is- 
rael’s history, to serve as a warning for 
succeeding generations. We think of 
such cases as Ananias and Sapphira; of 
Achan (Josh. 7); of the death of: the 
Sabbath-breaker (Num. 15:32-36): of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram and their 
families (Num. 16). However, even 
though God does not always intervene 
so drastical'y in our day, we may be 
sure that His hatred of sin has in no 
wise diminished, and that He will chas- 
tise His sinning child, when and as He 
sees the necessity. 

There is still another possible result 
of the Christian’s sin which is felt, not 
in this life, but in the next; although it, 
too, must be carefully distinguished from 
eternal punishment, which applies only 
to souls who have never accepted Christ 
as Saviour. This is the possibility of 
the loss of reward or rewards, It is as- 
sumed here that the reader is familiar 
with the distinction between salvation, 
which is an outright gift (Rom. 6:23), 
and rewards, which must be earned, and 
are something given to the believer who 
faithfully serves his Lord, in accordance 
with his faithfulness. Salvation is the 
same for all believers, but rewards vary 
in each case; and there is the extreme 


case of the Christian whose works are * 


all burned up, yet he himself is saved, 
“so as by fire,” with no reward what- 
ever (1.Cor. 3:10-15). The believer re- 
ceives his reward, if any, not at death 
(as might be assumed from the popular 
but erroneous description of a deceased 
person as “having gone to his reward”), 
but. at the time of the return of Christ, 
at the “judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 
5:10; Rev, 22:12). The reward may take 
the form of one of the five “crowns” 


“1 Thessalonians 2:19; 
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(literally “wreaths,” granted to victori- 
ous athletes, not royal crowns, for which 
there is a different Greek word), which 
are mentioned in the following passages: 
1 Corinthians 9: 
24-27; 2 Timothy 4:8; James 1:12; 1 
Peter 5:1-4. A study of these five pas- 
sages will reveal that these five crowns 
are granted for five different sorts of 
Christian activity or attitude. However, 
it is quite possible that there are other 
forms of reward, which are not described 
in the Bible. In any case, the possible 
result of the Christian’s sin is that it 
may, in certain cases, which are not de- 
scribed in detail, lead to the loss of a 
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reward which the be’iever would other- 
wise have received at the return of 
Christ. Two passages indicate this pos- 
sibility: Revelation 3:11 and Colossians 
2:18, 19. In the latter passage, we learn 
that one way to lose one’s reward is to 
worship angels, thus failing to give to 
Christ, the Head of the Church, the body, 
His rightful supreme place in our affec- 
tions and worship. The other passage 
suggests that there are other unspecified 
ways to lose one’s “crown” or reward. 
We need not know more than this, to 
warn us once more of the seriousness of 
the Christian’s sin. 

(To be continued) 


the Master Teacher 


Winning an alien life (John 4:5-26) 


MAGINE the scene—an arid land, a 

hot and dusty footman, the blaze of a 
Syrian sun, the rarity of wells, the dis- 
ciples away seeking food, the Master’s 
physical need. Realize the Samaritan- 
Jewish race feud. Gather allusions to it 
from the Gospels. Define Christ’s task 
here—to overcome unfriendliness toward 
the Jews, toward Himself, toward God, 
toward righteousness, 

2. The process. How the pure, holy, 
spiritual, universal Christ won His way 
into a sordid, narrow life. 

(a) He calls for a drink. Think of the 
nature of this appeal. It sprang from 
bodily thirst. This is an exigent neces- 
sity. It touches something common to 
all men. To refuse is to be inhuman. 
It means carrying a race feud to an 
absurdity. Think into this. Here is a 
very simple, homely request. But there 
is tucked up within it a perfect art. Feel 
the force, the stress of the Master’s peti- 
tion—a call out of bodily suffering, for 
God’s gift, from a fellow being. For 
breaking down race prejudice, or show- 
ing the ugliness of race hate, or finding 
a vantage ground for friendliness, no 
point of attack could be better chosen. 
Think of this. You term it common- 
place. But see if you can, by any device 
of your own, surpass its skill. 

But scan the woman’s answer. Weigh 
it. Describe it closely. It was sportive, 
scornful, hard, ungodlike; bitterly, in- 
humanly unfeeling and cold. But she 
saved her race honor! Here is a place 
for thought. Do not idle. And do not 
rush on. Stop right here, and get to 
work. Define things. What sort of a 
case does Christ confront? He must 
take some next step. Join in with Him 
in trying to think what that next step 
should be. Exactly here is a chance for 
finest teaching art. 

(b) Christ Jesus’ resort is to a sug- 
gestion of God’s good will toward her, 
of His own worth, and of living water. 


By CHARLES S. BEARDSLEE, D.D. 


Here are three high themes. Study into 
their nature. Were they wisely intro- 
duced to such a woman in such a mood? 
These are not queries to be answered 
offhand. But they need answering. Can 
you trace out the order of Christ’s inner 
thought? What was His idea in men- 
tioning “living water”? It links in just 
where? It leads forth just whither? Its 
power lies in just what? So handle each 
one of His three themes. See and think. 
How many themes are there here? (v. 
10.) Are there really three, or only two, 
or after all, but one? Do you think this 
woman understood this? Do you? 

Now dig into her reply (vs. 11, 12). 
Note her cold and dull insensibility. She 
seems to have no sense for God, or 
Christ, or her own inner thirst. She 
stands untouched, untaught. Here, 
again, get by yourself and think. Make 
sure you understand her case. Ponder 
upon her deep unconsciousness ofs her 
own deep life realities. But note her 
knowledge of Scripture. 

(c) Now see the Master’s device (vs. 
13, 14). Here is a mighty transit. He 
sharpens His allusion to “living water.” 
He shows that waters are of two kinds, 
of two values—the worth and help of 
the one perishing, men forever thirsting 
again; the worth and help of the other 
permanent, men never thirsting ahy 
more, but finding in their inner personal 
being an unfailing spring, a wellhead of 
eternal life. Now study. See how deft 
the Master is; and how profound; and 
how insistent. And do not fail, as you 
prize your soul, and long to be adept 
like Christ, to clear your mind about 
“eternal life’—just what it is, just how 
it springs within. Scan the woman’s re- 
ply (v. 15). Just where does she stand? 
Has Christ made any headway? Note 
each element: her deference, her plea, 
her weariness, that word “hither.” She 
is open. But she is still earth-bound, 
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Lesson for March 25 


Estimate each. What would you have 
said to her next? 

(d) Now fathom verse 16. What is 
its inmost significance? It is a closely 
personal touch. What more? It points 
straight to her hidden sin. But how? 
With choice and fine propriety. Is this 
so? Get your eye exactly on Christ’s 
aim. Then weigh His words. They were 
polished shafts. He spoke of her “hus- 
band.” How fit! But how keen! Watch 
the woman. Just what is at work within 
her mind? She tells the truth. But she 
hides the truth (v. 17). What is needed 
now? No mind but the most refined and 
keen can ever say. But every teacher 
ought to kndw. 

(e) Now comes another arrow (vs. 17, 
18). It seems all point. Watch the Mas- 
ter, as He lays it to the bow and sends 
it home. 
hand. Weigh it, feel its edge. “Whom 
thou now hast is not thy husband.” Get 
the value of that word “husband.” Was 
it too direct, too severe? Could it be 
more severe? Was it winged with scorn, 
or love? And now look at the woman. 
She must have felt two sentiments—a 
deep amazement, and a mantling shame. 
Now think and state. At just this point 
what had Jesus gained? 

(f) Now study the turn the woman 
takes (vs. 19, 20). She seems to wish 
to divert the Lord. What does this 
mean? Would you have suffered it? 
Jesus did. He followed her proffered 
lead. Look at the woman. The Mas- 
ter’s dart has stuck. Her words in the 
village betray this. And she shows high 
respect. And she leads to a high theme. 
But it involves the old feud. Think all 
this over. What is going on? 

(g) Here comes something worth your 
while 4(vs. 21-24). No broader, finer, 
profounder words were ever voiced. And 
yet they come within the compass of a 
child. Study them. Study them as a 
reply. They are absolutely complete. 
Study their bearing on the feud. That 
unity of God. What terms could ever be 
devised more adequate and apt! Mark 
their bearing on the woman’s life and 
character. See the play of “spirit” on 
her carnal life and thought. See the 
play of “truth” upon her inclination 
toward concealment and deceit. Then 
Study “worship,” such as Jesus designs. 
Can you define its value and power to 
clarify thought, purify life, unify men, 
magnify God, set all things right? Sur- 
vey the whole. Was it quite wisely said? 

(h) But now the woman makes an- 
other turn. With her, diversion seems 
to be an art. See whither she goes. 
She awaits the Christ. He will clear up 
all. This seems disappointing, she seems 
to close the conference. But note her 


outlook. It is toward the Christ. And 
the Master is alert. “I am he.” And 
this is all. Now make true survey of 


this closing scene. Where do they stand? 
Has Christ wrought His wish? Just how, 
step by step, has it been done? 
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3. Teaching hints. (a) There is in 
every life an inner thirst, an inner 
weariness, an inner need, an inner hope, 
an inner sin. 

(b) There is a mighty power in friend- 
liness. Deep, warm, strong, wise, pa- 
tient friendliness is a moral teacher’s 
choicest quality. 

{c) The process was incomplete and 
still at sea, until it opened into the inner 
sin. Compute the meaning of this 
woman’s sin. How common is it? How 
corrupting? 

(a) The most transcendent theme can 
touch the most earth-bound life. 

(e), Real teaching is absorbing. See if 
you can find where Christ Jesus ate or 
drank that noon. 

(To be continued) 


we 


Along the Inside Passage 
to Alaska With the 
Christian Fellowship Party 


HE Inside Passage to Alaska lies 

along the coast of British Columbia 
and southeastern Alaska. A chain of 
large islands protects and shelters a calm 
waterway that should arouse no misgiv- 
ings, even in the minds of the most in- 
experienced travelers. The S.S. Chil- 
cotin, of the Union Steamships, Ltd., will 
be used again this year by the Christian 
Fellowship Party and will insure com- 
fort, safety, and service. It is modern, 
streamlined, and completely air condi- 
tioned, with an over-all length of 252 
feet and a cruising speed of about 15 
knots. Radar and other up-to-date safety 
devices are part of its equipment, and 
its beautifully appointed public rooms, 
comfortable cabins, and excellent meals 
will minister to the enjoyment and re- 
laxation of its passengers. 

As the Chilcotin glides smoothly along 
the Inside Passage, one sees on the main- 
land side towering mountains that sweep 
down to the water’s edge, while on the 
other side lovely waterfalls and lush 
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vegetation make each island a thing of 
beauty. At times the steamer approaches 
the shore close enough to afford glimpses 
of wildlife. Occasionally fishing boats 
dot the horizon, and every turn of' the 
vessel] reveals some new and breath- 
taking scenic wonder. Brilliant sunlight, 
glorious sunsets, and the long northern 
twilight, first on great expanses of green- 
blue water and then in, narrow fiords, 
between high mountains, present ever- 
changing pictures that fill the nine days 
that the party will spend aboard the 
steamer with never-to-be-forgotten ex- 
periences, 

Occasionally the steamer will stop at 
some thriving coastal town whose only 
contact with the outside world is either 
by boat or airplane or radio. Occasion- 
ally there is opportunity to go ashore 
for sightseeing and for the purchase of 
unusual gifts “made in Alaska” for the 
folks back home. There wil] also be 
a Visit overland to the foot of a real 
glacier, and an all-day rail trip in com- 
fortable railway coaches over the thrill- 
ing trai] that was followed on foot by 
the gold seekers of '98 on their way to 
the headwaters of the Yukon River and 
to the Klondike. Along the steamer 
route, the 1956 Christian Fellowship 
Party will stop at such places ds Prince 
Rupert, B. C.; Juneau, the capital of 
Alaska; Skagway and Ketchikan, Alaska; 
and Butedale, B. C., and they will cruise 
up the Gardner Canal, a beautiful, natu- 
ral fiord where the scenery rivals that 
of Norway. 

The 1956 Tour to Alaska leaves by rail 
from Chicago on July 2, and will in- 
clude a three-day stopover in Glacier 
and Waterton Lakes National Parks, an 
overnight side trip to Mt. Rainier, an 
overnight stay in Victoria, B. C., and 
visiting time in Vancouver, B. C. The 
return to Chicago will be on July 25. 
All along the way the members of the 
party will enjoy the comfort of first- 
class, modern hotels, excellent and well- 
prepared meals, and the safety of mod- 

(Continued on page 199) 





S.S. Chilcotin, on which the Christian Fellowship party will journey this summer 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


HOSE astonishing Koreans.—What 
resiliency and fortitude they are 
showing! Various notes illustrate 
this. They celebrate President Rhee’s 
eightieth birthday with tree-planting, as 
of peach trees in treeless sections, and 
3,800 young trees in a Seoul park. A 
hundred thousand boys and girls are 
enro'led in Korean 4-H clubs. They 
have organized a university for women, 
Miss Louise Yim, president. Duk Joo 
Kim, ten-year-old daughter of a Korean 
physician, played Mozart’s Coronation 
Symphony as guest soloist at the Army 
Symphony Orchestra concert. Certainly 
this nation, on the highroad to Christian- 
ity and self-government, should not be 
left in the lurch by our American Gov- 
ernment. I may add that the Korean 
National Hymn has been written by the 
Korean composer, Eak Tay Ahn. 

The United States Army has much to 
its moral discredit in the Far East; also 
much to its credit. Thus, the First Corps 
of the U.N. forces in Korea gave $70,000 
to build and equip a ward for crippled 
children in Severance Hospital, where 
Dr. Torrey is working. (Over 30,000 
Koreans, many of them children, have 
lost arms or legs from touching off ex- 
plosives when searching for food in the 
streets.) Then the U.S. 45th Engineers 
constructed fifteen stone buildings for 
the Nambuk Orphanage. The 8th /.rmy 
provided $42,000 worth of the materials. 

The Bible Meditation League has dis- 
tributed 1,700,000 copies of the 24-page 
tract, “The Heart of Pak.” This has 
proved profoundly effective in Korea 
and is being sent to other countries. 


“Truly this man was a son of God!” is 
the Revised Standard Version—“a son 
of God” (Mark 15:39). The literal Greek 
is, “Truly, this was Son of God.” To 
introduce the article in translation is in- 
terpretive. The identicalaphrase, in the 
Greek, was used -by passers-by in Mat- 
thew 27:40, “If thou be Son of God”; 
also in Matthew 27:43, “. . . he said, I 
am Son of God.” The R.S.V. translators 
did not in these two passages dare trans- 
late, “If thou be a son of God,” and, “... 
he said, I am a son of God.” 

No, the centurion and his troopers had 
heard the crowd and the Jewish clergy 
taunt Jesus with the claim of being Son 
of God in the sense of the one Son of 
God. Of the truth of this claim these 
soldiers were now convicted and con- 
vinced. 

In Luke 23:46, when the centurion 
heard Jesus say, “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit,” he glorified God. 
He obviously recognized Jesus as what 
He claimed to be, the true (alethos) 
Son of the Father (Mark 15:39); also 





as “a righteous man” (Luke 23:47), thus 
testifying, if unwittingly, to the double 
nature of Christ, Son of God and Son of 
man in perfection. 

What is the reasoning of the R.S.V. 
translators? Evidently that the centurion 
was a Roman pagan and as such familiar 
with the notion that the gods (and their 
sons) “come down to us in the likeness 
of men” (Acts 14:11). Why, then, did 
not the revisers translate it, “Truly this 
was a son of a god’? The Greek would 
allow it. 

It is apparently all part of a plan to 
reduce the divine uniqueness of our Lord 
in the sense of “the peril of worshipping 
Jesus.” 


Prof. T. W. Manson of Manchester 
University has this comment on the 
opening verses of the eighth of John 
(Expository Times for September). The 
Jewish law prescribed the death pen- 
alty for the woman; the Roman Govern- 
ment would not allow the execution. 
Jesus had to choose between Jewish 
nationalism and Roman _ imperialism, 
and how wisely He did! According to 
Roman criminal practice the judge first 
wrote his decision on his tablets, then 
read it aloud. Jesus, invited by His 
adversaries to usurp an authority which 
the Romans had kept to themselves, 
stooped down and wrote His decision 
in the dust, then pronounced it aloud. 
It is a death sentence but framed in such 
a way that it could not be carried out. 
“He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her.” 

Dr. Manson adds: “Once more He 
refused to back Jewish nationalism 
against Roman imperialism. He did 
something more which I think not irrel- 
evant to discussions about marriage, di- 
vorce, and remarriage. He gave a plain 
hint that . . rigorous administration 
of laws... is not the best way of deal- 
ing with sinners as persons: particularly 
when the administrators themselves 
cannot be expected to have perfectly 
clean hands,” ' 


The Evangelical Mission on the Admir- 
alty Islands (New Guinea) is carried on 
by the Liebenzell Mission Home, Eben- 
Ezer, at Schooley’s Mountain, New Jer- 
sey. Up to the outbreak of the last war 
some three’ hundred had been gathered 
into the native churches.’ Then the Jap- 
anese invaders, in March, 1943, collected 
five missionaries, together with certain 
half-white workers, and put them on a 
warship. On the high seas, machine guns 
ended their lives and their bodies were 
thrown into the ocean. 

When American troops occupied the 
islands, the native Christians turned to 


By the late ERNEST GORDON 


them with a request for preaching. Vari- 
ous Christian soldiers brought to the 
natives of the islands the Word of God 
in a mixture of English and the Manus 
languages, taught the children in spare 
time, and assisted in*the reconstruction 
of churches and mission stations. Thirty 
persons were baptized at that time. Now 
missionaries have returned, and some 250 
converts have been enrolled. 

During the war the people of these 
islands were amazed at the quantities 
of goods of all descriptions which Amer- 
ican military service brought to their 
shores, and this amazement found ex- 
pression in what is called the “Cargo 
Cult.” A certain Baluan of the Catholic 
mission averred that his ancestors had 
appeared to him ordering the destruc- 
tion of all property of the old sort, 
canoes, pottery, shell currency, grass- 
aprons, and so on. In return they would 
send to them motorboats, automobiles, 
European clothing, and good food. Some 
three thousand have fallen for it and 
are organized in villages built in horse- 
shoe shape and kept clean and orderly. 
They are well disciplined and hard 
working, also hostile to the mission- 
aries, whom they charge with deceiving 
them in promising happiness hereafter. 
The Cargo Cult will give them the good 
things here and now! 


The Episcopal Church Annual for 1953 
opens with fifty-eight pages of advertise- 
ments and closes with almost as many 
in the back. What is offered for sale? 
Listen: crucifixes, processional crosses, 
altar linens, superfrontals, banners, dos- 
sals, cottas, albs, appliqués, fabrics, 
laces, fringes, galloons, cassocks and has- 
socks, copes, miters, amices, chasubles, 
tippets, clerical collars, birettas, burses, 
girdles. 

Then there are: stained glass, silver, 
brasses, silver-chased chalices, patens, 
funeral palls, finely crafted candelabra, 
missal stands, statuary, religious jewelry, 
fonts, crosses, cruets, pyxes, ciboria, carv- 
ings, memorial plates, electronic bells, 
vesper lights, sanctuary lights, paschal 
candles, votive candles, religious enam- 
els, ceramics, illuminated parchments, 
hand-embroidered vestments, litany 
desks, mural tablets. 

Communion wines are provided by 
James Moroney, “the oldest sacramental 
wine house in America,” sherries, port, 
burgundies, sauternes, but unfermented 
wine is not mentioned. The body of 
Christ is represented by wafers, not in 
broken form at all. These are classified 
“as people’s wafers and priest’s hosts.” 

One thinks of a medieval museum such 
as the Hotel de Cluny in Paris. 

Of Christian missions little is said. On 
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Lesson for March 25 


page 44 a few lines are given to women’s 
work in Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and Brazil, 
and on page 41, the merest mention of 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the U.S.A. Some time ago 
the Saturday Evening Post described this 
mission work in Haiti. It majored ap- 
parently on the training of young Hai- 
tians in outré painting. Yet the Epis- 
copal Church has a fine mission hospital 
in Tokyo, and St. John’s College in pre- 
Bolshevist Shanghai was a noteworthy 
institution. The Church Missionary So- 
ciety of the Church of England was at 
one time the greatest of all missionary 
societies and of a fine quality. One does 
not perhaps hear so much of it today. 
Of the Bible Churchmen’s Missionary 
Society, a secession from the preceding 
society, one cannot speak too highly; 


The old parish church of Burntisland, 
Scotland, was the first to be built in 
Scotland after the Reformation—in 1592. 
Its family pews were gathered around 
a central Communion Table, thus ex- 
pressing not only a repudiation of false 
altar worship but also the family feeling 
of the family of God. Its present pastor, 
Mr. Orr, has been developing house meet- 
ings in this St. Columba’s church parish, 
in order to develop this family feeling 
among church members—thirty such in 
various homes during the winter. In 
these home meetings members study the 
Bible together, learn to know each other 
better, plan a variety of services to the 
hard pressed in the church, as visiting 
the sick in hospital or homes, looking 


after children when the mother is ill, - 


sitting up at night in an emergency, even 
helping in mending and washing. 

In these house meetings there is op- 
portunity to discuss Bible passages, “for 
one cannot stand up in church and ques- 
tion the minister.” Prayer together be- 
comes more real. It is interesting to 
learn that “at each evening service in 
St. Columba’s for some time, special 
prayers of intercession for healing are 
now offered by name for those who ask 
for such prayer,” which takes place in 
many English and Scotch churches more 
and more. 


During 1954, Mennonite and Brethren 


. in Christ churches in America contrib- 


uted $1,890,000 in cash and material aid 
for relief work abroad. Thus the Men- 
nonite Central Committee has recently 
shipped 30 tons of canned beef, soap, 
and clothing to the Viet-Nam refugees 
and two railroad cars of 600 100-pound 
bags of flour each to Austria for help 
of the refugees from East Germany. 

American Mennonite businessmen have 
organized for the purpose of strengthen- 
ing Mennonite communities in Latin 
America under the name of the Men- 
nonite Economic Development Associa- 
tion. This to make them a more effective 
witness in Latin America. 

This is one side of the medal. The 
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reverse is as follows. Mr. Rutschman, 
a Mennonite missionary in Colombia, 
after recounting the disorders in that 
land, the evacuation of entire commu- 
nities, the unprovoked shooting of pris- 
oners by the military, and the tragic 
condition of refugees, says that Evangel- 
icals have naturally not escaped the at- 
tention of the priests. 

“Mennonite pastor-school-teacher Her- 
nandez was summarily ordered to the 
city hall in La Mesa and told that he 
must close his schoo] although it cared 
for the children of Protestants only. 
Back of the summons was the local 
priest for whom the mayor is but a 
mouthpiece. 

“The following Sunday “afternoon, 
when the La Mesa chapel] was filled with 
some fifty Evangelicals, two armed po- 
licemen appeared in the doorway just as 
Pastor Hernandez began his sermon 
They demanded immediate cessation of 
the service. All worshipers were or- 
dered to vacate the chapel and to be 
marched to prison under the mayor's 
orders.” 

Mr. Rutschman immediately sought 
out the mayor and discovered that he 
knew nothing about it. The priest had 
sent the rifle-armed agents to intimidate 
the people. ,When the police were told 
that their conduct was illegal, they left, 
insisting, however, that no one leave the 
premises until they returned. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carder are engaged in 
sacrificial work in the Canary Islands, 
Spanish possessions with all the bigotry, 
beggary, superstition, dirt, ignorance of 
Spain. They write: 

May 3 was the Day of the Cross. A 
plane dropped leaflets for all to attend 
a procession in honor of the image of 
Padre Claret, a new saint (actually para- 
mour of a Spanish queen), and to give 
to build a temple for him. 

“At Orotava, Tenerife, there is a keen 
persecution of Christians. Most are 
standing firm. Isabel (who wants to 
go to Northwestern Schools for mission- 
ary training) was given fifteen days to 
renounce her faith or lose employment. 
She earns $7.50 a month, for eight or 
more hours a day in a store, helping sup- 
port her mother and four sisters. She 
gave testimony to Christ and was fired. 
We prayed. The next day she received 
a letter from the owner asking her back. 
She now asks prayer for him. 

“Little woman trudging along our 
road. ‘Senora, an alms to pay a promise 
to San Nicolas.” ‘No, nothing for an 
idol, but here is something for food.’ 
When I said an idol was but wood, she 
shuddered, almost cursing me in fear. 

“This week the Feast of Corpus Christi, 
magnificent floral carpets in front of 
the Cathedral for two blocks, made just 
of petals! Later the priest will walk 
over them and the procession with the 
holy chalice, containing, as they say, 
Christ’s actual body.” 
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“Sobresalientes, or ‘outstandingly ex- 
cellent’ in their studies for six years, 
Plutarco and his sister Petra are never- 
theless turned down by the University 
of Tenerife for the scholarship awarded 
by that school to all who achieve that 
rating. Why? Because they are Evan- 
gelicals. In Barcelona, Mrs. V.’s brother 
was among the very highest in the medi- 
cal school and, upon graduating in a 
special competitive examination, was 
Number ONE, congratulated by all the 
celebrities, including the bishop—until 
they found out that he was an Evangel- 
ical Christian. Then all hospitals and 
clinics were closed to him and he went 
to Switzerland to practice. Oh, Spain!” 


Trivializing of the Christian life is a 
mark of theological liberalism.- It finds 
expression in an article by the Associ- 
ated Director, Department of Rural 
Church Life, Theological Seminary, Uni- 
versity of Dubuque. 

We are told that the Division of Home 
Missions distributes widely a Rogation 
Sunday Worship Service for Sunday 
schools or even for morning service. 

What is Rogation Sunday? The Sun- 
day on the Continent which sees Rom- 
ish priests moving at the head of pro- 
cessions through the fields, blessing the 
crops with holy water. 

This Dubuque University theologian 
finds “exciting possibilities” in the erec- 
tion of worship centers at harvest time, 


bringing into the church pumpkins, 
cornstalks, vegetables, and colored 
leaves. “Children are very interested 


in taking nature hikes, keeping a leaf, 
or flower, scrapbook, collecting arrow- 
heads and rocks. These projects can be 
made meaningful and significant if the 
proper Christian interpretation is given 
them.” 

“Folk games, hobby exhibits, and 
other forms of recreation can be made 
an occasion for helping both young and 
old to understand the meaning of. the 
brotherhood of man.” 

The old diet which atrophied the New 
England Unitarian churches into their 
present state! The teaching for “rural 
churches,” as for metropolitan ones, 
should be the new birth. Creation is 
the message of the Old Testament, and 
has its importance. Redemption is the 
message of the New, and is the primary 
one for our time, so peculiarly so that 
Christ and the apostles rarely mentioned 
creation. 

Children should not be taught child- 
ishly. They are capable of more mature 
instruction. 

v 


I may seem bold in what I am about 
to say; but I fearlessly venture the as- 
sertion, that four-fifths of the semi- 
Romanism of the last quarter of a cen- 
tury would never have existed if 
English people had been taught more 
fully and clearly the nature, vileness, 
and sinfulness of sin—J. C. Ryle. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





March 10, 1956 


LESSON 13. MARCH 25. THE MEANING OF CHRIST'S SUFFERING 


Luke 23:1-56; printed text, verses 4-18, 39-43 
Golden Text.—He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him, 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 23:4 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the 


people, I find no fault in this man. 


5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up 
the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from 


Galilee to this place. 


6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man 


were a Galilzn. 


7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was 


at Jerusalem at that time. 


8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for 
he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had 
heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some 


miracle done by him. 


9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he 


answered him nothing. 


10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently 


accused him. 


11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and 
mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent 


him again to Pilate. 


12 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends 
together: for before they were at enmity between themselves. 
13 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief 


priests and the rulers and the people, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
N TODAY’S lesson we see our Lord 
I standing trial before two judges, 
Pilate and Herod. A word concern- 
ing these two will help us in an under- 
standing of the role they played in the 
crucifixion of Christ. 

After Archelaus, the son of Herod the 
Great, was deposed from his office in 
A.D. 6, Judea was ruled by Roman gov- 
ernors. Pontius Pilate was the fifth of 
these Roman governors, and held office 
from A.D. 26 to A.D. 36. He was stub- 
born and cruel. Nevertheless on two 
notable occasions he was forced to yield 
to the pressure of his Jewish subjects, 
once when they rose in revolt against 
his placing Roman standards, which the 
Jews regarded as images, inside the 
sacred city of Jerusalem, and again when 
they demanded the execution of Jesus 
of Nazareth, when Pilate was assured of 
His innocence. Later, history tells us, 
he acted with more rigor and answered 
their demonstrations against his tyranny 
with a revenge of blood. He was dis- 
missed from office in A.D. 36, and tradi- 
tion says that later he took his own life. 

The Herod of our lesson is Herod An- 
tipas, another son of Herod the Great. 
He succeeded his father as tetrarch of 


and with his stripes we are healed.—Isa. 53:5 


14 Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, 
as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having 
examined him before you, have found no fault in this man 
touching those things whereof ye accuse him: 

15 No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, 
nothing worthy of death is done unto him. 

16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 


17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the 


feast.) 


18 And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this 
man, and release unto us Barabbas: 


39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed 
on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 

40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. 


43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day 


b 4 b 5 4 5 4 
Galilee and Perea in 4 B.C., at the same 
time that Archelaus took the reins of 
government in Judea. Antipas shared 
the abilities, ambitions, and cruelty so 
characteristic of the whole family. Just 
as his father had added beauty and 
splendor to Jerusalem, so Antipas ex- 
pressed his artistic ambitions by build- 
ing Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee. This 
is the Herod who divorced his wife in 
favor of Herodias, whom he lured away 
from her rightful husband, Philip, half 
brother of Antipas. Her influence over 
him was far from good. Through her 
intrigues he beheaded John the Baptist, 
against his own better judgment. Later 
he yielded to her ambition and went to 
Rome to seek the royal title, but reports 
at Rome concerning him and his rule 
were not propitious, so instead of eleva- 
tion to the kingship, he received dishon- 
orable dismissal and banishment to Gaul 
(France). He died in exile and dis- 
grace. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 23:4—“I find no fault in this 


man.” At least three times Pilate uttered 
these words of acquittal which ought to 
have ended the case (vs. 14, 22; see also 
John 18:38; 19:4, 6). 

Verse 5.—“He stirreth up\ the people 
... beginning from Galilee. . .” Pilate’s 
examination of Jesus (see John 18:33-38) 


shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


had convinced him of the fallacy of the 
charges, but the Jewish leaders were in- 
sistent on an indictment. The mention 
of Galilee was intended to remind Pilate 
of the turbulence of the Galileans, and 
to prejudice him against the prisoner. 


Verse 6.—“. . . asked whether the man 
were a Galilean.” The mention of Gali- 
lee did not fail to arouse Pilate’s inter- 
est, but not in the way the Jews in- 
tended. 

Verse 7.—*“. . he belonged unto 
Herod’s jurisdiction , . .”” This was Herod 
Antipas, whose sin John the Baptist had 
denounced, at the cost of his head (Matt. 
14: 1-12), ‘ 

Verse 8.—“. . . was exceeding glad... 
because ... he hoped to have seen some 
miracle done by him.” His early re- 
sponse to John the Baptist’s ministry 
(Mark 6:20) had long since vanished, 
and he had degenerated into a man who 
lived for thrills, To him Jesus was noth- 
ing more than an entertainer. 

Verse 9.—“. . . many words; but he 
answered him nothing.” Contrast “many 
words” and “nothing.” Here is the trag- 
edy of divine silence. This soul had 
refused repentance, and the Saviour had 
no word for him. 

Verse 10.—“And the chief priests... 
vehementiy accused him.” Jesus was 
between the cross fire of Herod’s wordy 





was 
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questioning and the priests’ frantic ac- 
cusations. 

Verse 11—“And Herod .. . arrayed 
him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him 
again to Pilate.” Herod was bound to 
have his amusement out of the incident. 
If Jesus would not “perform” (v. 8), 
compensation could be had by cruelty 
and raillery. 

Verse 12.—*. . . Pilate and Herod were 
made friends .. .” Miserable friendship, 
founded on iniquity! Herod was flat- 
tered by Pilate’s gesture, although it was 
intended to rid Pilate of an embarrass- 
ing responsibility rather than as a com- 
pliment to Herod. 

Verse 13.—‘And Pilate ... called to- 
gether the chief priests . . .” So Pilate 
could not evade his responsibility. He 
had to start over again. 

.Verse 14—“Ye have brought this man 
...I1... have found no fault in this 
man...” For the second time the words 
of acquittal were uttered, properly end- 
ing the trial. But Pilate, despite his 
usual stubbornness, was bending before 
pressure. 

Verse 15—“No, nor yet Herod... 
nothing worthy of.death is done unto 
him.” Herod apparently had confirmed 
Pilate’s finding. 

Verse 16.—“I will 
him, and release him.” 


therefore chastise 
Think of the 


travesty! Declared innocent, yet con- 
demhed to be scourged! 
Verse 17.—“(. . . he must release one 


. at the feast.)” In proposing Jesus 
as the one to be released in recognition 
of the Passover, Pilate put Him in the 
place of the guilty, another act of gross 
injustice. ° 

Verse 18.—“. . . Away with this man, 
and release unto us Barabbgs.” The 
Jews had already made their choice. 
They preferred a sinner to a Saviour. 

Verses 19-38 tell of the issue of the 
trial and the, actual Crucifixion. 

Verse 39.—‘And one of the malefactors 

. railed on him. , . If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us.” Since Jesus was 
the object of mockery on the part of the 
leaders, the curious crowd, and the sol- 
diers, this malefactor joined in the gen- 
eral procedure, with special application 
to their common lot. It was a sharp 


thrust. 
Verse 40.—“But the other ... Dost not 
thou fear God ...? This indicated a 


change in his attitude (see Matt. 27: 
44). Their common lot should turn them 
to God, rather than making them scoffers, 
was the thought. 

Verse 41—‘“. . . we receive the due 
reward of our deeds: but this man hath 
done nothing amiss.” Now comes the 
confession of sin, with recognition of 
Christ’s innocence. This man had seen 
the difference! 

Verse 42.—“‘Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom.” There 
was great faith involved in that prayer. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. March 18.—Jesus Institutes 
Lord’s Supper 


the 
Luke 22:1-71 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1. April 1.—The Meaning of the Res- 
urrection. (Easter.) .....Luke 24:1-53 








He saw that death was not the end for 
Jesus—or for himself. 

Verse 43—“. . . To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” The penitent thief 
asked for future mercy. Jesus gave pres- 
ent salvation—today! With such a prom- 
ise, it would be easy for that believing 
sinner to die. e 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Son of God received crue] treat- 
ment at the hands of men: “He came 
unto his own, and his own received him 
not” (John 1:11). Far from receiving 
Him, the leaders of the Jewish nation 
were bent on His destruction. They re- 
garded His claims as blasphemy, despite 
all the evidences offered them in His 
mighty and gracious works. 

Having condemned Him as a blas- 
phemer and worthy of death, they haled 
Him before the Roman governor, Pilate, 
with request that He be crucified. To 
assure the accomplishment of their ends 
they changed the charge from blas- 
phemy to sedition, for they knew that, 
while a Roman governor might be little 
interested in their religious disputes, he 
was bound to take seriously a Case of 
rebellion against Caesar. ; 

Pilate clearly discerned the innocenc 
of Jesus with respect to the charges 
brought against Him, and was inclined 
to acquit Him, but he saw that he was 
up against the determination of the Jew- 
ish leaders. He therefore tried evasion. 
Since this man was from Galilee, let 
Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee, take care 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW many times did Jesus stand trial 
before a Jewish court? 

2. How many. trials did Jesus endure 
before Gentile judges? 

3. On what count did the Jewish court 
condemn Jesus? 

4. On what charge did the Jews bring 
Jesus before Pilate? 

5. How many Herods are mentioned 
in the New Testament? 

6. How often did Pilate declare the 
innocence of Jesus? 

7. On what ground did Pilate hand 
Jesus over to death? 

8. Who was Barabbas? 

9. What did the penitent thief see in 
Jesus? . 

10. What lesson can be drawn from 
our Lord’s answer to the penitent thief? 


(Answers on page 198) 
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of the matter. But no man can evade 
his responsibility toward the Lord Jesus. 
Every man must make his own decision 
with respect to Him. So after the farce 
in Herod’s Jerusalem palace, Pilate 
found himself under necessity to assume 
responsibility. Again and again, he 
pleaded the innocence of the Galilean, 
but to no avail.. He tried a gamble over 
Him, as the Roman gift to the Jews in 
connection with the Passover, for it was 
the custom that one prisoner be released 
on that occasion, but once again his 
scheme was frustrated, for the Jews had 
already chosen their man, Barabbas, 
robber and murderer. Thus Pilate found 
himself bending before the insistence of 
his Jewish subjects, till at last he gave 
an innocent man over to crucifixion to 
Satisfy their demand and save himself 
from the unenviable position of defend- 
ing a leader of sedition 

But the crucifixion of Christ, while the 
blackest crime in human history, was 
God’s provision for the salvation of men, 
and even while Jesus hung on the cross 
the first fruits of His sacrifice began to 
be reaped. One of the criminals cru- 
cified with Him was enlightened to be- 
hold in Him the King of Israel, who 
should yet reign in Messianic power and 
blessing. As a penitent sinner, and a 
believing son of Abraham, he cast him- 
self on the mercy of his Messiah; and 
received the glad assurance, “To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.” For 
ever? man who looks to Christ crucified, 
risen, and exalted, death becomes the 
portal to Paradise, and to everlasting 
fellowship with the living Saviour. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The trial (Luke 23:1-25) 
2. The crucifixion (vs. 26-38) 
3. The first.fruit (vs. 39-43) 


Topics for Development 

Religion and Politics. We have noticed 
that the Jewish council condemned Jesus 
on the ground of a religious offensq@— 
blasphemy. It was because He affirmed 
that He was the Son of God that they 
voted Him worthy to die. But this re- 
ligious body did not have the power to 
carry out their sentence of death. The 
Romans had, temporarily at least, taken 
that power from them, but now we see 
the religious leaders applying to the 
political arm for help. They said to the 
Roman power, “You carry out our judg- 
ment.” So here we have the spectacle 
of the political arm carrying out the 
demands of the religious council of the 
subject Jews. This union of the religious 
and the political seems to have set a 
pattern. All through the Middle Ages. 
we see the religious power of Rome call- 
ing upon the political arm of Spain, 
France, England, Germany, and so on, 
to carry out its demands against those 
who dared to challenge its decrees. That 
has been the way of Rome. Tre religious 
crime of standing for liberty of con- 
science, and of following the purity of 
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the Gospel, has been translated into a 
political crime of rebellion against the 
particular political authority. In our 
day we have seen the same in Com- 
munist countries. They will not say 
that being a Christian is a crime, but 
they will go about to prove that Chris- 
tians are subversive, so the political 
power punishes .the religious crime. 


Practical Applications 

The persecutor is an expert at giving 
a political slant to the faith of the per- 
secuted. If that is done to us, remem- 
ber that it was done to Christ (v. 2). 

You cannot evade a decision regarding 
Christ. He will come back until you 
make disposition of His claim. Pilate 
found it so, 

A friendship based on sin will not 
prosper. Pilate and Herod both ended 
in disgrace (v. 12). 

The judgment of this world is easily 
perverted under pressure of self-inter- 
est, but God’s judgments are right and 
equal, 

Salvation does not wait for tomorrow, 
it comes today (vs. 42, 43). 


Golden Text 


Isa. 53:5.—“He was wounded for our 
transgressions ... bruised for our iniqui- 
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ties ... with hig stripes we are healed.” 
The death of Christ is unique from every 
aspect, including this, that it is the great 
redemptive transaction. This verse re- 
minds us that it was for sinners, and 
therefore for us, 

ELMuurst, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 


“*Man of Sorrows,’ What a Name” 
“There Is a Green Hill Far Away” 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 


A’ Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee that 

Thou didst not spare Thine only Son, 

But gav’st Him for a world undone, 

And freely with the blesséd One 

Thou givest all. 
—Christopher Wordsworth. 

As today we look again to Calvary, so 
move upon our hearts that we may ever 
love and serve Thee best of all. Spread 
the Gospel to all people, raising up many 
willing workers to speed the work of 
winning souls in every land. Show us 
each one what we can do, and make us 
gladly willing to do it. Comfort the sad, 
heal the sick, guide the perplexed, up- 


ANOTHER “SEALING” MINISTRY ! 


“Hfeanswered him nothing.” Ex. 23: 2 . 
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hold the tempted, and deliver the sinful. 
If any here have not turned to Christ, 
draw them to repent and trust in Him 
now. Cleanse us al] afresh, and warm 
our hearts with glowing love to Thee 
and Thy dear Son, our Saviour, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The Golden Text 
lets us into the meaning of the death 
of the Lord Jesus. “He was wounded 
for our transgressions .. . the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.” For 
our sins He suffered and died so as to 
secure our peace with God and our heal- 
ing from sin. Why He died is told‘us in 
the hymn we have sung: ' 

He died that we might be forgiven, 

He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to Heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood, 
Here is a full, threefold salvation: from 
sin’s punishment by forgiveness, from 





He Died To Free You 
ENALTY 


FROM SIN’S Peover. 


Turn To Him Now 











its power by making us good, and from 
its presence by bringing us at last to 
Heaven, 

But what we do with the Saviour de- 
cides whether or not His death saves us. 
Our lesson tells of three crucified that 
day. The central cross bore the sinless 
Saviour dying for sin, the sin of the 
world. Another cross carried a sinner 
who died in sin, the unrepentant thief. 
The third cross held a sinner who died 
to sin by repenting and trusting the Sav- 
iour, and to him came the words, “To 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 
What each thief, did about Christ made 
the difference between meeting death 
unsaved and meeting it saved. And what 
you do with the Saviour decides the 
same question for you. To turn to Him 
means your soul saved. To turn from 
Him means your soul lost. 

Turn to Him now; believe on His Word, 

Oh, answer His call today, 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


Wg 
The Busy Men's Comer 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Then said Pilate ...I find no fault 
in this man” (Luke 23:4).—A lamb to 
be acceptable for sacrifice had to be 
“without blemish” ‘“(Lev. 22:20). ‘The 
Lord Jesus Christ was the antitype of 
the sacrificial lamb. It was imperative 
that He be “without spot,” and “without 
blemish.” 

Heaven saw to it, we reverently say, 
that angels, demons, and men witnessed 
to the absolute sinlessness of our Lord. 

When the Angel Gabriel talked to the 
blessed virgin Mary, he said, “That holy 
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thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 
The demon in the synagogue cried with 
a loud voice, “I know thee who thou 
art; the Holy One of God” (Luke 4:34). 

In our lesson we have the emphatic 
testimony of Pilate (vs. 4, 14), of Herod 
(v. 15), and of the penitent thief (v. 41) 
on the subject. Yea, the Son of God was 
purer than the driven snow! 

A story is told of a North of England 
woman who hung out her week’s wash- 
ing, and was proud of its whiteness, 
until a snowstorm covered everything 
with its mantle of purity. Then, seeing 
the clothes, which had been her pride 
an hour before, shown up by a back- 
ground of ineffable purity, she exclaimed 
in despair, “What can a poor woman do 
against God Almighty’s snow?” 

“So in the white radiance of that life 
which is the Light of men, we are led 
to exclaim,” says Henry Howard, “What 
can any man or woman do against the 
purity of God Almighty’s Christ? Truly 
He works in the hearts of those who fain 
would serve Him best, the deepest con- 
sciousness of deviation within!” 

A missionary in the wilds of Africa 
was feelingly telling his attentive audi- 
ence the story of the crucifixion of the 
sinless Son of God, when the chief of 
the tribe suddenly cried out: “Stop! 
He does not deserve such a death. Take 
Him down, I belong there!” He realized 
that he was a sinner and that Christ was 
the sinless one. And, wonder of won- 
ders, the sinless one died for the sinful 
ones! 

“He answered him nothing” (Luke 23: 
9).—When Pilate heard someone men- 
tion Galilee, he seized upon it, as a 
drowning man at a straw. Galilee was 
in Herod’s jurisdiction—and Herod was 
in Jerusalem at that very moment. Here 
was Pilate’s opportunity to shift the 
solemn responsibility of judging the Lord 
Jesus. So, he sent Him to Herod! 

This Herod has been called “the basest 
of all Herods.”” When he saw Jesus, he 
“was exceeding glad”; and he “hoped 
to have seen some miracle [or sign] 
done by him.” Herod, with a conscience 
“more and more hardened by his evil 
course, evidently regards the Lord sim- 
ply as a magician, such as was Simon 
the sorcerer in Samaria afterwards, and 
who would be sure to take the oppor- 
tunity to impress such an audience with 
proofs of his power” (Numerical Bible). 

Although Herod questioned Him with 
many words, the Lord “answered him 


nothing.” Dr. Ironside, in “God’s Un- 
speakable Gift” (Pickering & Inglis, 
London), says: “Had Herod said to 


Jesus, ‘Master, I am so glad to see you. 
They tell me you consort with publicans 
and sinners, and O Master, if there is 
a sinner in this land, I am he—so filthy, 
so impure, so immoral, so unclean; Mas- 
ter, is there healing, is there cleansing, 
is there help for a sinner like me?’ 
Jesus would have said: ‘Herod, I have’ 
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come, not to call the righteous but sin- 
ners to repentance. You are just the 
man I came to save. Are you ready 
to part with your sin? Are you ready 
to send that wicked woman back to her 
home? (Matt. 14:1-11.) Are you ready 
to confess your guilt to her husband, 
to face your iniquity? If you are, Herod, 
let Me tell you something. I am just 
on My way to the cross, and there I am 
going to offer Myself a sacrifice for your 
sins, and you may be cleansed from 
every stain.” 

“Yes,” continues Dr. Ironside, “He 
would have had a message like that for 
Herod if there had been any repentance. 
But Herod had gone by ‘Redemption 
Point’ in the river of life, so hardened 
was he in his sins.” 


“Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42).—The 
pénitent thief witnessed a good confes- 
sion before his fellow in crime. He ad- 
mitted that the two of them were justly 
receiving the due reward of their deeds, 
at the hand of the law. And, concerning 
the Lord Jesus, he said, “This man hath 
done nothing amiss.” 

Furthermore, he believed that the 
Lord Jesus would be raised from among 
the dead and that He would set up a 
kingdom. He put in his plea, “Lord, 
remember me* when thou comest into 
thy kingdom.” And what a soul-thrill- 
ing answer he received! “Verily I say 
unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” 

A preacher, talking about deathbed 
conversion, asked a woman, “Do you 
believe that a deathbed repentance does 
away with a whole life of sin?” “No,” 
she answered quietly, “but Calvary 
does!” 

“He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions” (Isa. 53:5).—A most appropriate 
memory selection for our lesson! 
verse gives us the real meaning of 
Christ's suffering. It was absolutely 
necessary for Him to die to atone for 
our transgressions and iniquities. 

For me He was reviled, despised, be- 

trayed, 

For me was scourged, condemned, and 

crucified. 


For me He hung on the accurséd tree, 
For lost, wretched, vile, unworthy me! 


Wawona, CAaLir. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, no one ever endured 

such suffering as did our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Nor is it possible for any hu- 
man being to imagine how poignant and 
intense His suffering was, physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. Two respects 
in which His suffering was unique stand 
out in the record. One is that during 
the brief period of His trial and cruci- 
fixion He suffered every type of flesh 
wound known to medical science. They 





This — 





* (11) 195 





have been described in five terms as 
follows: contusion, laceration, penetra- 
tion, perforation, and incision. The other 
unique feature is that each one of these 
types, and the method of infliction, was 
prophesied in the Old Testament—in in- 
timate detail—the prophesies dating as 
much as 700 years before. 

Contusion.—An injury as from a blow 
which does not break the skin, but 
bruises the flesh. “He was bruised for 
our iniquities” (Isa. 53:5), and, “Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise him” (v. 10). 
Fulfillment: “Then did they spit in- his 
face, and buffeted him; and others smote 
him with the palms of their hands” 
(Matt. 26:67). “Buffeted” means to strike 
with savage force with clenched fists. 
Thus it was that a normally beautiful 
face could be made actually -repulsively 
blue and swollen, and Isaiah could pro- 
phetically write of Him, “His visage was 
so marred more than any man” (52:14). 
“He was bruised for our iniquities” (53: 
5). 

Laceration.—This was the cruel scourg- 
ing, the Roman method, using a whip- 
lash with a tip of metal or ivory. In 
the prophetic verses 1 to 3 of Psalm 129, 
we read, “The plowers plowed upon my 
back: they made long their furrows.” 
Fulfillment: “Then released he Barabbas 
unto them: and when he had scourged 
Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified” 
(Matt. 27:26). The scourge wielded by 
a muscular brute of a man was brought 
down upon the bared back of the vic- 
tim, hideously gouging the flesh and lit- 
erally plowing it loose from the ribs and 
from the vertebrae. “He was wounded 
for pur transgressions” (Isa. 53:5). 

Penetration. — A wound where a 
sharply pointed piece of metal or wood 
enters the flesh. When the curse of God 
came upon sinful man it was decreed 
that the thorn should be the symbol of 
that curse. Genesis 3:17, 18 reads, 
“Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall 
it bring forth to thee.” Isaiah 55:13, re- 
ferring to the Messianic reign of our 
Lord when sin has left the world, says, 
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
fir tree.” Thus it was fitting that Jesus 
should wear upon His brow the symbol 
of sin as He suffered on the cross for 
the sins of a lost humanity. Fulfillment: 
“And when they had platted a crown of 
thorns they put it upon his head” (Matt. 
27:29), and then, “They . .. took the 
reed, and smote him on the head” (v. 
30), driving the needle-pointed thorns 
deeper and deeper underneath the flesh 
of the brow of our Lord, causing the 
blood to course down from those pene- 
trations. “And when we shall see him, 
there is no beauty that we should de- 
sire him... we hid as it were our faces 
from him” (Isa. 53:2, 3). But in Christ's 
terribly marred face we find an imper- 
ishable beauty, as we realize that it was 
for us He suffered. 
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Perforation—“For dogs have com- 
passed me: the assembly of the wicked 
have inclosed me: they pierced my 
hands and my feet” (Psa. 22:16). Ful- 
fillment: “And they crucified him” (Matt. 
27:35). Contrary to the usual custom 
of tying the hands and the feet of the vic- 
tim to the cross, the hands and feet of 
Jesus were nailed to the wood. Metal 
spikes perforated the palms of His hands 
and the sensitive insteps of His feet. A 
perforation goes all the way through. 

Incision.—“And they shall look upon 
me whom they have pierced” (Zech. 12: 
10). The wound of incision is a clean 
wound made by a keen-edged instru- 
ment. Fulfillment: “But when they came 
to Jesus, and saw that he was dead al- 
ready, they brake not his legs: [as they 
had done to the two malefactors] but 
one of the soldiers with a spear pierced 
his side, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water” (John 19:33, 34). 
(Greek original, “there gushed out 
blood and water.”) This might seem to 
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be a physiological mistake, because 
blood does not gush from the flesh of a 
dead person when pierced. The heart 
has stopped beating and it is the pulsa- 
tion of the heart which causes blood to 
flow when you stick your finger, but the 
heart of Jesus had ceased to beat, for 
He was dead. This may be the explana- 
tion: the heart is encased in an elastic 
sac called the pericardium, capable of 
great distention. If the heart walls 
should be ruptured, the blood would 
rush into the sac, causing it to become 
distended. Then, should the sac be 
pierced from below, the force of gravi- 
tation would cause the blood to gush 
forth. This indicates the manner in 
which Jesus Christ died for our sins: 
He died of a broken heart! Psalm 69:20 
cries out, “Reproach hath broken my 
heart; and I am full of heaviness.” 

“He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions,” but we as sinners can be saved 
only as we confess our sin and accept 
the gracious meaning of the sufferings 
of our Lord. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IX hundred years ago there was a 

long war between England and 
France. Although France had about five 
times as many soldiers, King Edward 
III of England believed he could win 
the war, because his men were well 
trained and very determined. And his 
smaller forces did win a great victory 
at a place called Crecy. Then King Ed- 
ward wanted to march his men into the 
heart of France, but the great fortress 
of Calais was in the way. The walls 
of Calais were so strong that King Ed- 
ward decided that the only way to take 
the city was to starve its people. He 
sent word to the mayor of the city that 
if they would surrender, no one would 
be killed; but if they did not surrender, 
his army would allow no food to enter 
their city so that they would all starve 
to death. The mayor of Calais sent back 
word that they would not surrender, 
believing that the king of France would 
send an army to drive the English sol- 
diers away. But day after day and week 
after week went by, and no French sol- 
diers came. Food was closely rationed 
in the city, each person being allowed 
only enough to keep him alive. 

At last the king of France marched 
his army toward Calais. The starving 
citizens felt sure that now the English 
soldiers would be driven away, and good 
times would come to their city once 
more. But the French soldiers did not 
attack the English. The French king 
saw what good positions the English 
soldiers had taken before he and his 
army came. He feared that they might 
suffer a defeat like the one at Crecy, 
so after three days he marched his army 
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back to Paris without making any at- 
tempt to rescue his subjects in the for- 
tress of Calais. 

When the mayor of Calais realized 
that there was no hope of rescue, he 
knew that the only thing to do was to 
surrender, or else everyone in the.city 
would die of starvation. He sent a mes- 
senger to ask the English king on what 
terms they could now surrender. King 
Edward sent back word that if they had 
surrendered when he had urged them to, 
they would have been well treated, but 
since they had resisted so stubbornly, 
he would spare the lives of the people 
only on one condition. When the mayor 
of the city came out to give him the keys 
of Calais, six of the leading citizens 
must come out with him, dressed in 
sackcloth, with halters around their 
necks, with which they were. to be 
hanged. 

When this ultimatum was read to the 
people of Calais, there was great grief 
in the city. The mayor could not bear 
to choose six men to be killed. Someone 
said, “Let’s all die together instead of 
surrendering. Before long we'll all be 
starved to death anyway.” 

Finally a man named Eustache de St. 
Pierre stood up. “It would be a great 
pity to have so many people die of hun- 
ger. To save the lives of my fellow 
citizens, I will die. I name myself the 
first of the six.” 

Some of the people wept tears of grief 
and gratitude. Another man rose and 
said, “I will be the second,” and soon 
four more offered. As these men walked 
toward the city gates the people fol- 
lowed them, some weeping aloud and 
others calling out words of gratitude. 
The gates were opened and they passed 
out with the mayor. He gave the keys 
of Calais to King Edward and said, 
“These men have volunteered to die for 
their fellow citizens.” 

As the English soldiers looked on the 
six thin men kneeling before their king 
with bare feet ‘sare heads, and halters 
around their necks, there was a division 
of opinion among them. Some said: 
“They should be hanged at once. Look 
how long we've had to stay around this 
miserable place.” Others said, “May the 
king have mercy! These men must be 
noble to have volunteered to die for the 
rest.” 

The king said, “We must make an ex- 
ample of these men so that the rest of 
France wil] fear to resist us as Calais 
has done.” 

Suddenly the English queen threw 
herself at the king’s feet. “I came from 
England to be with you, and I have en- 
dured all the hardships of camp life 
without asking one favor during all this 
time. Now I beg you for the love of 
Christ, and for the sake of your love 
to me that you will be merciful to these 
men.” 

For some time King Edward hesitated, 
then he said, “You have appealed to me 
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in such a way that I cannot refuse you.” 
So these men were pardoned and all the 
lives of the people of Calais preserved 
for their sakes. : 

Why did I tell you this story today? 
Because those noble men who offered to 
die for the others are a faint picture 
of what the Lord Jesus did for us. But 
there are some great differences: These 
men were themselves in danger of star- 
vation when they offered to die. The 
Lord Jesus was absolutely sinless when 
He offered to die for us. These men were 
finally pardoned, but our bled Sav- 
iour paid the full price for our salva- 
tion. The citizens of Calais wept to 
think of these men offering to die for 
them, and called out warm words of 
gratitude. The Lord Jesus did suffer 
and die for us, so that our sins might 
be forgiven. How much do we care? 
How often do we think about what our 
salvation cost Him? 

Before we read together the story of 
the cross, let us have a moment of 
prayer asking the Lord that it might not 
be just so many words to us. Let us 
pray that we will realize more than we 
have before how much it cost Him to 
be wounded for our transgressions, 

Turn to Luke 23, and we’ll read verses 
4-18 and then verses 33-43. Notice that 
Pilate said three times over that he 
found no fault in Jesus. Neither did 
Herod. Christ had no sin. He was put 
to death because of our sins. Notice 
that His enemies told Him several times 
to save Himself, if He really was the 
Messiah. He could very easily have done 
this, but He chose not to. He chose to 
stay on that cross so that you and I 
might never have to go to hell but could 
instead live with Him in Heaven where 
all is joy. Shall we care less about His 
supreme sacrifice than the citizens of 
Calais cared about the men who offered 
to die for them? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
God’s Safety Zone.—He was wounded 

for our transgressions (Isa. 53:5, Golden 
Text). When I boy, I remember an old 
preacher whom I once heard on a vil- 
lage green in England. He had lived on 
the American prairies, and he told of a 
prairie fire. He described the way in 
which the Indians saved their wigwams 
from the blaze by setting fire to the dry 
grass immediately adjoining the settle- 
ment. “The fire cannot come,” he cried, 
“where the fire has already been. That 
is why I call you to the Cross. Judgment 
has already fallen there, and can never 
come again. He who takes his stand at the 
Cross is safe forevermore, and is at 
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perfect peace within God’s safety zone.” 
—From “A Tuft of Comet’s Hair,” by 
Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Why He Answered Nothing.—But he 
answered him nothing (Luke 23:9). 
Why is He silent, when a word 
Would slay His accusers all? 
Why does He meekly bear their taunts, 
When angels wait His call? 
“He was made sin”; my sin He bore 
Upon the accurséd tree; 
And sin hath no defense to make— 
His silence was for me. 
—From the Witness. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Don’t Be the Instrument.—And the 
chief priests and scribes stood by and 
vehemently accused him (Luke 23:10). 
A godly minister was approached by one 
of his church members, who wanted to 
repeat to him some of the wrongdoings 
of others. The pastor said, “Does any- 
body else know this But you?” “No, 
sir.” “Have you told it to anybody else?” 
“No.” “Then,” said the good man, “go 
home and hide it away at the feet of 
Jesus, and never speak of it again un- 
less God leads you to speak to the man 
himself. If the Lord wants to bring 
scandal upon His Church, let Him do it; 
but don’t you be the instrument to cause 
it."—From Gordon Chilvers, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Elvira 
Chase, Wymore, Nebr. 


Does It Move You?—And Herod with 
his men of war set him at nought, and 
mocked him (Luke 23:11). An intimate 
friend of Handel’s called on him just as 
he was in the midst of setting the words 
“He was despised” to music, and found 
the great composer sobbing with tears, 
so greatly had this passage and the rest 
of his morning’s work affected the mas- 
ter.—From the Illustrator. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


His First Need.—I . . . have found no 
fault in this man (Luke 23:14). At the 
close of a religious service, a gentleman 
approached Dr. D. M. Stearns with a 
criticism. “I don’t like your way of 
preaching,” he said. “I do not care for 
all this talk about Christ dying for the 
lost. Instead of preaching the death of 
Christ on the cross, it’s better to be up- 
to-date. Preach Jesus, the teacher, and 
example.” “Would you then be willing 
to follow Him, if I preach Christ as the 
great example?” asked Dr. Stearns. “I 
would,” said the gentleman. “I will 
follow in His steps.” “Then,” said Dr. 
Stearns, “let us take the first step—‘Who 
did no sin’ we read in 1 Peter 2:22. Can 
you take this step?” The critic seemed 
“No,” he said, “I do sin, I 
must admit.” “Well, then,” said Dr. 
Stearns, “your first need of Christ is not 
as an example, but as a Saviour.”— 
From Happy Greetings. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Copernicus’s Humble Epitaph.—And 
he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom 
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(Luke 23:42). When Copernicus, the 
great Polish mathematician whose 
studies and calculations revolutionized 
the thought of mankind about the uni- 
verse, lay dying, his book which had just 
been printed, “The Revolution of the 
Heavenly Bodies,” was laid in his arms. 
Yet this great intellect who told the 
number of the stars and pronounced the 
laws of the universe, in the presénce of 
God, saw himself, not as the scholar, or 
astronomer, but only as a sinner. On his 
grave today at Frauenberg, you can read 
the words he chose for his epitaph, “I 
© not seek a kindness equal to that 
given Paul; nor do I ask the grace 
granted to Peter. But that forgiveness 
which thou didst grant to the robber— 
that, earnestly I crave.” Yes, the for- 
giveness that Christ gave to the thief, 
that we all must seek.—From Dr. Clar- 
ence Macartney. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


It’s Calvary That Matters.—Lord, re- 
member me... And Jesus said ... To 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise 
(Luke 23:42, 43). A clergyman, talking 
about deathbed conversion, said to a 
Christian woman, “Do you think that a 
deathbed repentance does away with a 
whole life of sin?” “No,” she answered 
quietly, “but Calvary does.”"—From Won- 
derful Word. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng.; and Mrs. A, E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus’ Forgiving Love (Luke 23:33, 34, 39-43) 


HE blackboard may be used as the 
attention-holder for this lesson, so, 
if it is large enough, print the Memory 


~ Verse at the bottom with the word 


“LOVE” in large, colored letters. “Here- 
by know we love, because he laid down 
,his life for us” (1 John 3:16, AS.V.). 
What is love? Do you love your mother? 
Our verse tells us that now we know 
what love is because we see what love 
made the Lord Jesus do. Love gives 
up its own way, even its own life. How 
many times lately have you loved your 
mother? the Lord Jesus? Love is more 
than saying; it is doing! ' 

(Draw the curving line of a hilltop 
across the middle of the board.) Your 
Bibles at Luke 23:33 tell the name of this 
hill. (Print CALVARY across it.) Cal- 
vary means “skull.” You know what a 
skull and crossbones are! Terrible things 
happened on Calvary—the Skull! And 
yet that was where Love did its greatest 
deed! (Draw three crosses on the hill- 
top.) Who was on the center cross? 
Do you know what sign was put up over 
Him? (Draw a rectangle across the up- 
per bar of the cross to represent it [v. 
38].) 

His friends were far off, watching 
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what was going on. His enemies stood 
around, taunting Him about being the 
Son of God and a King. But He was! 
Why then was He dying and letting them 
do all this to Him? “My body which is 
given for you.” “My blood, which is 
shed for you.” Do you remember what 
He said at the Last Supper? Sin had to 
be paid for before it could be forgiven, 
and death was the pay (Rom, 6:23). “My 
body ...my blood ... for you,” He 
had told His friends. But listen to what 
He was saying while the rough soldiers 
were nailing Him to the cross. “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” Was that love? Praying for those 
who were hurting Him so terribly! Not 
only the Son of God, ndt only the King 
of the Jews, but He was right then the 
Saviour of the world for every one who 
would believe in Him. (Color the cross 
red.) He said the dark red grapé juice 
was to be a reminder of His blood shed 
for those who believed in Him. So I 
color this cross red to picture the Sav- 
iour giving His life and blood on Cal- 
vary’s hill that we might be forgiven. 
And do you know the Lord was for- 
giving and saving right then! Who were 
on the other two crosses? One just 
mocked Him for claiming to be Christ, 
and not doing anything to save them. 
Not doing anything to save them? But’ 
that robber did not believe, and nothing 
happened for him. But the other one! 
What a wonderful story it is! He knew 
he had done wrong and deserved to be 
punished. He knew the Lord Jesus did 
not deserve to be punished. He believed 
He was King. And to the Lord he 
prayed, “Remember me when You come 
in Your Kingdom.” Remember him the 
far distant day when the Lord would 
come as King? “Today you will be with 
Me in Paradise.” Can we say that 
wicked robber was the first person in the 
world to be saved. by the Lord Jesus’ 
dying? Anyway, the Lord’s promise led 
him into Glory where the Lord was! 
So I am coloring his cross white to show 
his black sins all forgiven! 
- Boys and girls, the Saviour is in Glory 
now, but His love is still waiting to for- 
give. His death on the cross ‘can still 
fix things up for those who do wrong. 
Are you in that class? 
‘Then read the thrilling stories of Luke 
24, when the love of the risen Lord 
brought Him back to His friends. 


Orono, MAINE, 
ye . 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ONG, long before the world ever was, 

the Lord Jesus lived. He and His 
Father, God, were not created. They 
always were! Suppose we open our 
Bibles and see just where it tells us 
about that. (The children will have no 
difficulty in finding John 1:1-3? 10. But 
you may have to help them locate Colos- 
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sians 1:13-17 and Hebrews 1:2. Permit 
the older children to read the verses. 
Then try to draw all the children out, 
helping them to understand this wonder- 
ful truth.) 

Yes, the Lord Jesus was in the very 
beginning of everything. And He it was 
who made the worlds, together with 
God the Father, (There is a splendid 
drawing in the February issue of Child 
Evangelism magazine that aptly illus- 
trates this point. The artist shows a 
large hand together with a globe, sun, 
moon, and a few other planets. The bot- 
tom half of the poster shows one hand 
nailed to a cross, The caption is, “The 
hand that formed the worlds was nailed 
to a cross.” The artist—name unknown, 
unfortunately—uses John 1:10, “He was 
in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not,” 
together with part of Acts 10:39, “Whom 
they slew and hanged on a tree.” We 
suggest that teachers use this fine idea. 
It is very important that our Primaries 
learn that the Lord Jesus is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting.) 

Then one day the dear Son of God left 
the glories of Heaven, with its beautiful 
ivory palaces (Psa. 45:8). He came and 
lived on earth as one of the poorest of 
men. Because He told people that He 
was God’s Son, some of them hated Him 
and not infrequently tried to put Him 
to death. (Teacher, see Matt. 12:14, 15; 
21:45, 46; Luke 4:29, 30; John 7:1; 8:59; 
10:31, 39.) But they could not kill Him 
until it was God’s time for His death 
(John 7:30; 8:20). 

Finally, the last sermon that the Lord 
Jesus was to preach had been preached. 
the last lesson that He was to teach 
had been taught. The last sick person 
that He was to heal while He was on 
earth had been healed. Then it was 
time for His death as God in Heaven 
had planned it from the very beginning 
of time. 

What a day that was! (He called it 
His “hour’—John 12:27; 13:1; 17:1.) He 
had come into the world for one pur- 
pose: to die. It was not for anything 
wrong that He had ever done that He 
died. No, indeed! (1 Pet. 2:22.) He died 
for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). We would 
have been forever separated from God 
by our sin. God is too holy to look at 
sin. Someone, therefore, had to take the 
punishment that we deserve. And the 
Heavenly Father chose to have His own 
Son take the punishment for the world’s 
sin. Imagine that! The one who had 
been with Him before time began, the 
loved one of His heart, became the sin- 


bearer of the world. Because He (the — 


Lord Jesus) took our sin in His body 
when He died on the cross (1 Pet. 2:24), 
He is able to forgive us of our sin. He 
is willing and eager to become our Sav- 
iour. (He was called that at His birth, 
you remember [Luke 2:11].) 

We would suppose that when the Lord 
Jesus qvas suffering terrible torture from 
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being nailed to the cross, He would have 
thought only of Himself. But did He? 
Oh, no! He thought of those around 
Him. And He prayed for them! “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” He held no hatred for the 
soldiers who nailed Him by His precious 
hands and feet. He had only the great- 
est of pity for them—He longed that 
they would realize that He was willing 
to be their Saviour. 

While the Lord Jesus suffered on the 
cross, two others suffered also. They 
were vigent robbers. They deserved 
to die. ne of them, filled with scorn 
and hatred, ridiculed the Son of God. 
The other man rebuked the first one. 
He exclaimed, “Do you not fear God?” 
He recognized that God is holy, you see. 
Then he said, “We are dying because we 
deserve to die.” He admitted that he 
was a sinner. Then he added, “This 
man has done nothing wrong.” He 
knew that the Lord Jesus was perfect. 
He had watched the Lord Jesus on the 
cross. He had heard His prayer for‘the 
soldiers. Turning to the Lord Jesus, he 
Said, “Jesus, remember me when You 
come to Your Kingdom.” 

The Lord Jesus knew that man’s heart. 
And He promised, “To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” And because the 
Son of God is the same today as He was 
then, He still forgives the sins of those 
who believe Him to be the Saviour of the 
world. Do you believe this? Are you 
sorry for your sin? Are you willing to 
ask Him to come into your heart this 
moment? He wants to, you know. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 


uw 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 193) 

1. Three times: first before Annas 
(John 18:13), then before Caiaphas (v. 
24), then at the morning session of the 
Sanhedrin (Luke 22:66). 

2. Three: first before Pilate (Luke 23: 
1-6), then before Herod (vs. 7-11), then 
before Pilate again (vs. 13-24). 

3. Blasphemy (Mark 14: 61-64). 

4. Sedition (Luke 23:2). 

5. Four: Herod the Great (Matt. 2:1), 
Herod Antipas (in our lesson), Herod 
Agrippa I (Acts 12), Herod Agrippa II 
(Acts 25:13). 

6. At least three times. 


7. No ground, except the demand of 
the Jews. 

8. An insurrectionist and murderer, 
condemned to death, but released by 
popular demand. 

9. The King of Israel, who, despite His 
death, would yet come into His Kingdom 
(v, 42). 

10. That the dying Christian goes im- 
mediately to be with Christ. 


ELmuurst, ILL. 
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The Christian Fellowship Party 
(Continued from page 189) 


ern Pullman cars and _ comfortable 
sight-seeing buses. There will be no 
need for concern about train schedules, 
hotel accommodations, or baggage. These 
details will be handled by an expert 
railroad representative who will accom- 
pany the party. 

The Alaska Tour this year will be 
under the direction of Mr. John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScuHoot Times, who has accompanied a 
number of earlier Christian Fellowship 
parties. Detailed information as to costs 
and accommodations and a descriptive 
itinerary folder will be sent to those 
who wish this information. Just ad- 
dress Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate 
Editor, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


vg 


Preparing for Easter 
in Your Sunday School 


AVE you made plans for the Easter 

service for your Sunday school this 
year? April 1 will be Easter Sunday, 
this year, and the time for preparation 
is short. 

Two different Easter services arranged 
by Mary Brainerd Smith are available 
for your use. They are: “Doors the 
Risen Christ Opened,” and “The Easter 
Command.” They provide responsive 
Scripture readings for the entire school 
and for departmental groups; recita- 
tions for various departments; and orig- 
ina] Easter hymns set to familiar hymn 
tunes, thus making specia] rehearsals 
unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire schcol at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your’ orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
stating the number of copies you desire. 
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Children at Home 
Pao-Lo’s Sacrifice 


Founded on fect 
By Amelia O. Stott 


age ner had come to live in Hong 
Kong with his Christian family. 
They were refugees from Communist 
China and had lost everything when 
they fled from their home town. His 
father had to start his rice business 
from nothing, and as there were very 
many shopkeepers in Hong Kong, he 
found it nearly impossible to make a 
living for his family. t 
Pao-lo, the eldest of four children, was 
the only son, and as his father’s people 
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had all been scholars, his father was very 

_anxious for his son to be well educated. 
He was, therefore, more than thankful 
when the Chinese pastor introduced him 
to St. John’s Mission School. The head 
teacher was a missionary, and the fees 
were low. Mr. Gray became-very much 
interested in the boy, who was intelli- 
gent and eager to learn. He and his 
wife very soon became friendly with 
Mr. and Mrs. Wong, Pao-lo’s parents. 


Mr. Wong had managed with some dif- 
ficulty to pay Pao-lo’s fees, but there 
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— Christian Greeting Cards— 
FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 

Write for Catalog List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 


BIBLE BOOKSTORE FOR SALE 
Established, growing store on main street in the heart 
of Santa Barbara, California. The state's best climate. 
Excellent opportunity for retired couple to serve the 
church and community. Write: Charles D. Holsinger, 
2918-F Regent Street, Berkeley 5, California. 
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Reach more children}, 


through Concordia’s all-new 


V.B.S. MATERIAL 


for '56 


Replanned and restyled through all five departments, to 
give your youngsters the most workable Christ-centered 
program ever. Colorful, with variety children like, easy 


for the leader to teach. Act now. Let the 
*56 course —God's Children 

Pray” help you lead more 

children to the Savior. 
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CARD & GIFT SHOP 
AT HOME 

If you want to earn extra money for your- 

self, your church, your organization, here 


is an easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time f 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


We will send samples of our new 1956 all- 
occasion greeting cords and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders— 
and earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 
Send us your name and address. We will rush a full 
set of actual samples on approval with complete details 
on how to get started. . 


REGAL GREETING CARD CO. a 
DEPT. ST-14, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 

















NEW! NEW! 
The PSALMS 


in POETRY 
BEAUTIFUL PSALMS SET TO 
METER, RIME, AND VERSE 
e A Work of Art 
e A Gift Beyond Value 
e A Joy Forever 
The King James Version used with mean- 
ing and wording retained. Get one for 
your Home, Library, Desk, Office, Church, 
Sunday School, your Neighbors, and your 
Friends. Postpaid $2.50. 
H. E. WHITEHOUSE, Author 
1234 Valencia St. San Francisco, Calif. 



















EVERY DAY GREETING TRACTS 


Wert! APPLYING THE GOSPEL 
Ax) «to: EVERYDAY LIFE 


BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS 
SICKMESS - CONVALESCENCE 
GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES 






BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND Box 888, Akron 9, Ghico 
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had been a shortage of rice lately, and 
his business was very slow. “I eat 
much bitterness, Most Honorable Head 
Teacher,” he said when calling on the 
missionary one evening. “My business 
is like the barren fig tree in the Holy 
Book. I fear I can no longer keep my 
son at your most superior Hall of Knowl- 
edge. I grieve because of it, but now 
he must return to help me with my 
business.” 


“That is a great disappointment, Elder 
Brother,” said Mr. Gray, “for I hoped 
he would receive his scholarship by- 
and-by. Pao-lo has several times said 
he wants to become a teacher for Christ 
to his own needy Chinese people. I 
think it quite likely he would succeed, 
for truly he shows great ability.” 


Mr. Wong sighed deeply. “I, too, had 
hoped the same, Honorable Teacher. All 
my family were scholars, and I alone 
had to go into business because of my 
father’s debts. But, as you know, Hong 
Kong is a hive of shopkeepers of every 
sort, and many of our people have very 
little money to spend. I therefore must 
have Pao-lo to help me with the busi- 
ness, so I can save the expense of an 
assistant.” 

“Indeed, I am sorry,” said the mis- 
sionary. “We can only pray God to 
guide as to Pao-lo’s future. I grieve at 
losing him, for he is such a reliable boy.” 


No more was said just then, but 
shortly afterward Pao-lo came to see 
Mr. Gray. The boy’s usually happy face 
was serious, and it was easy to see that 
he was troubled, though he struggled to 
control his feelings. 


“Honorable Master of Knowledge, my 
spirit is made very bitter because I must 
leave your so excellent school when the 
term ends next moon. My father needs 
me to help him in the shop, so now, 
instead of learning books, which I 





Look at Little Sarah! 


Her parents are dead. 


Hunger, cold, and sickness have undermined her health. Sarah has never 
known anything else than misery and suffering. 

Only by.a miracle did she survive and arrive in Israel. 

NOW she needs to be cared for. Yes, Sarah needs your assistance. 


The merciful Jesus, the great friend of little children, looks upon this child 
with pity and compassion. He also looks at you and at me—and says: “Lovest 


thou ME? FEED MY lambs.” 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION obeyed this divine injunction. 
Coupled with Gospel activities among the “lost sheep of the House of 








Israel,” we have a MEMO- * 

RIAL ORPHANAGE in the Holy Land, in 
the City of Haifa, where such children as 
little Sarah are given shelter and taken 
care of in every possible way. 

This Orphanage needs YOUR PRAYERS 
and YOUR HELP. Send contributions 
and requests for literature to: 


Headquarters: THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. Dillon Street 


Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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so much deSire, I must give my mind to 
study my father’s business.” 

“I am indeed sorry, Pao-lo. It is a 
great disappointment. I suppose it isn’t 
altogether because of the fees, is jt? This 
morning we had a letter from my home 
church. The young people who, used 
to be in my wife’s Bible class want us 
to choose a boy or girl in our schools 
who has the desire to become a Chris- 
tian teacher by and by. They promise 
to provide all expenses year by year 
until this student is ready to go out and 
serve Christ.” 

For a moment Pao-lo looked sad, then 
he replied: “No, Honorable Sir, it is 
not only a matter of expenses, though 
my father has been very poor since we 
left our home in China. He really needs 
my help now, for his health is not strong. 
When he hears secretly of the sad news 
from Pingchow, it distresses him very 
much. Then my: mother is sometimes 
ailing and weak since we all had to flee 
after the twin babies were born. My elder 
sister Hwa [Blossom] is kept very busy 
caring for all the family, for she does 
all the housework. My father was senior 
elder, you know, in:our Jesus Church 
in China, which he worked so hard to 
build, and when it grew strong, and 
many came to worship, he was very 
happy. Blossom and he have very strong 
spirits and faith in God, and I don’t 
think they would have left Pingchow only 
for my mother’s sake, for she was so 
troubled about us, her children. She 

feared that the Communists might seize 

my father because of his firm stand for 
Christ, for he was so well known in our 
country town.” 

“Truly, Pao-lo, it is very sad for him, 
and it is hard for you, indeed, to give 
up your studies, but God can use you in 
any work to which He sends you. I 
am sure you will strive to honor Him 
and act as a servant of the King of 
kings, and He will help and strengthen 
you daily.” ‘ 

Still the boy lingered, and it was clear 
he had something else on his mind, and 
did not find it easy to speak. With an 
effort, he said at last: “Oh, Honorable 
Sir, you said those good young friends 
of Jesus away back in your home church 
would help a boy or girl in your school. 
I wonder, oh, I wonder if your honor- 
able lady-wife would be willing to take 
my sister Blossom and give her a trial? 
She is quick, and thirsting to read 
books. Already she not only diligently 
reads God’s Holy Word but most of my 
books,: and the questions she asks I 
often cannot answer. I think she could 
be spared from home to go to your Hon- 
orable School for girls, if I did her work. 
I could do the chores at night, and rise 
at dawn, so as to care for my family.” 

Mr. Gray was touched by the boy’s 
eagerness. “Well, Pao-lo, that would 
not let you get any time to keep up your 
book study. The shopwork is all new 
to you and will be hard at first, and the 
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work at home must be done daily, so 
you may often. fee] tired, and, as your 
Chinese saying goes, you will ‘find your- 
self unable to swallow it.’ Are you sure 
you can go on helping day after day? 
I know your parents cannot afford to 
hire an amah {woman servant], and 
your mother is sometimes very ill.” 

“Sir, if you will give my sister my 
place in the school, I give a promise to 
you that I will not weary in doing her 
duties at home. The wise men in our 
books declared that sons ought to sac- 
rifice themselves to make their hon- 
orable parents comfortable, and by God’s 
help I hope to do so. My sister, who is 
a year older than I, has always worked 
so cheerfully at home, though I know 
she bitterly grieved when she had to 
leave her school in China where she 
was a pupil of much promise, but she 
has hever grumbled at all.” 

“Well, we must pray about this mat- 
ter, Pao-lo. Perhaps it is God’s will for 
Blossom to take your place and become 
a worker for Him.” 

Pao-lo bowed politely as he said, “That 
would be my greatest reward.” 

When Pao-lo told his parents, they 
were very happy to think that perhaps 
their daughter might have this oppor- 
tunity for education, but his father said: 
“Don’t begin to tire half-way up the ling 
{hill on the road]. : The first step is very 

_easy, but to keep on climbing is hard. 
With your sister at school you will have 
a lot to do, and all new duties, too, which 
will tax your patience and weary your 
body.” 

“My father, with God’s help, I will 
do my best to serve you, both at the 
shop and at home.” 

“Then God bless you, my son.” 

The look of pure joy and gratitude on 
Blossom’s face filled Pao-lo with great 
happiness, 

“Oh, brother,” she said, “how very, 
very good of you to help me to go to 
school again! I had given up all hope 
of ever getting any more book knowl- 
edge, and it has been ‘bitter to swallow.’ 
True, I will study hard to show you 
my heart’s thanks. Some day, perhaps, 
I may be able to teach other girls to 
know the truth of God, and be saved 
from the evil Communism doctrine.” 

A few days later, Blossom entered St. 
John’s Mission School for Girls, where 
she is working hard and doing remark- 
ably well. “How could I do less than 
my best,” she often says. “First of all, 
Jesus sacrificed His life and gave His all 
for me, and my brother’s unselfish work 
is enabling me to be here. I will, I must 
always try, by God’s help, to make my 
life, as far as I can, a big “Thank you’ 
for all this sacrifice on my behalf.” 

Pao-lo is continuing steadfast and 
working well at his father’s shop, with 
good hopes of growing success. At home 
he is diligently seeking to serve Christ 
by helping his family. 

It is not always easy to be cheery and 


‘tyr’s crown. 
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patient, but Pao-lo is learning to follow 
the example of his Saviour. 

His father often says, “People may 
think I lost everything when I had to 
flee from Communist China, but God 
has given me everlasting riches in my 
good children and happy Christian 
home.” 


WORTHING, SusSEX, Eng. 


we 


“Conversion and “Salvation” 
(Continued from second page) 


ary (1936) the exact wording of the defi- 
nition given by this reader is not found; 
but three shades of meaning are given 
for the word “conversion,” including: 
“1, The act or state of changing from 
one substance, kind, state, thing, form, 
opinion, etc.,, to another; 2, a change 
from sinfulness or indifference to right- 
eousness; a change in belief from one 
religion to another, or from professing 
no religion to belief in one; hence, 3, 
in general, the act of acquiring, or of 
being brought to, a faith in any doctrine, 
theory, method, or the like.” 

To understand Bible words, one must 
note both their use and their relation 
to similar words in Scripture. It is not 
always safe to accept merely their popu- 
lar meaning today, for it must be re- 
membered that the King James or 
Authorized Version was published more 
than three hundred years ago. But. there 
are very few words in that version that 
cannot be understood by the prayerful 
and diligent reader who compares Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, and occasionally 
uses the dictionary. 

If a Christian gets out of fellowship 
with the Lord, as Peter did, then indeed 
he does need to be “converted” in the 
sense of being turned back again into the 
right relationship. Psalm 51 is a good 
prayer for such a person, and 1 John 
1:9 shows the way. 


" 
Six Months To Live! 


(Continued from second page) 


the Angel Gabriel were playing a trum- 
pet solo and continued past fifteen min- 
utes after nine, the saints would not be 
back the next night. It is difficult to 
see how devotion so carefully calculated 
will ever set the world on fire. If no 
more intense flame had burned in the 
bosom of the missionary who inspired 
these lines, there is little probability 
that he would have ever worn the mar- 
Suffering costs, but when 
the final returns are in, we may discover 
that it was costly to have evaded some 
suffering for Christ that should have 
been ours. Paul said that “our light 
affliction ... worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
But if the affliction ordained to work for 
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ACCREDITED TEACHERS WANTED 


for elementary and secondary levels of expanding 
Christian®*Day School in suburban Philadelphia, Pa.; 
well trained; teaching experience. Write Adv. No. 734, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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PLAN NOW 
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SUMMER 
SCHOOL 
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3-WEEK 
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TUITION IS FREE! 
ROOM AND BOARD, $14 A WEEK 
MODERN DORMITORIES 
FACULTY OF MORE THAN 40 


Subjects of Unusual Interest include: 


Missionary writing . . . missionary literature and 
distribution . . . duplicating (reproduction) tech- 
niques for church publicity . . . audio visual workshop 
... seminar for deans of men . . . seminar for deans of 
women . . . survey of devotional literature . . . the 
spiritual life, taught by a speaker from the famous 
English Keswick . . . Dead Sea scrolls . . . archaeology 
. . . practical Christian work methods. 


Fifteen Bible subjects, including Daniel and Revela- 
tion, and five Christian Education subjects will be 
oftered. 


Twelve different music subjects included in curricula 
. . featuring music in the church service, music 
in the church school, choir materials and techniques, 
hymn playing. Applied music in voice, piano, organ 
and other instruments also offered. 
WRITE TODAY for free catalog and appli- 
cation papers. Dept. 
Address Office of Admissions, S-56-325 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Fil; 

Dr. William Culbertson Dr. 8. Maxwell Codet 
President Dean 
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Moody Summer School. 
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us is absent, what will happen to the 
glory? 

Six months to live! The -thought 
arouses a number of salutary considera- 
tions, We anticipate a whole eternity 
proclaiming the praises of Christ with 
the hosts of the redeemed, but we have 
only a brief period in which to prove 
our loyalty before a hostile world. We 
shall dwell for countless ages in a city 
whose streets are transparent gold; but 
there are a few swiftly passing days 
when our gold and silver may be pre- 
cious in His sight when dedicated to 
Him. Even the unnoticed giff of a 
widow’s copper coin was fixed on by 
Him with words of warm appreciation. 
Through the never ending vistas of eter- 
nity we shall commune with prophets, 
apostles, and the saints of all time; but 
we have only the fleeting “today” to talk 
to our neighbor next door about his soul. 
We look for the endless enjoyment of 
the reign of Christ; but let us not neg- 
lect the present. opportunities of hasten- 
ing the coming of that Kingdom. 

Six months to live! Surely a possi- 
bility that should make every Christian 
pause to take stock. Much more solemn 
are the alternatives for the unsaved: a 
time in which to repent and believe, 
perhaps shortet than they dream, or 
else an eternity of darkness and pain. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 


Sunday, March 25 


“No Greater Love” 
(John 15:9-17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell. 
The guilty pair bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win; 
His erring child He reconciled, 
And pardoned from his sin, 


Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
And were the skies of parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill 
And every man a scribe by trade; 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry; 
Nor would the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 
—F, M. Lehman, 


IKE the term “grace,” which we con- 

sidered two Sundays ago as the sec- 
ond in this series on “Understanding 
Familiar Terms,” “love,” as used in the 
Scriptures with referehce to God, in- 
cludes more than His attitude toward 
man. It also implies His action toward 
man as a result of His attitude. These 
two aspects of God’s love can never be 
separated. “God so loved the world that 
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he gave his only begotten Son” (John 
3:16). 
be 


That’God’s love is measureless is seen 
in what it includes. “God so loved the 
world.” It reached out to “whosoever 
believeth in him.” It covers all who will 
believe and accept the gift of His Son 
that He offers for man’s redemption. . 


The difference between human love 
and God’s love is pointed out in Romans 
§:6-8, “For when we were yet without 
strength, in. due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous 
man will one die: yet peradventure for 
a good man some would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet 
Sinners, Christ died for us.” 

‘ 


v4 


Two characteristics are seen here in 
those for whom Christ died: the first 
is that they were “without strength,” 
powerless and utterly unable to work 
out their own Salvation. The second is 
that they \were “ungodly.” They had 
turned their backs on God, as we saw 
last week, and not only did not deserve 
salvation but did not desire it. At the 
very time of Christ’s death on the cross, 
men reviled Him and taunted Him, spit 
upon Him and mocked Him. Many of 
these were not ignorant men who knew 
nothing of God, but were religious 
leaders who had read the Scriptures 
and had known about God’s love from 
their forefathers, yet the Lord Jesus 
went to the cross that even these might 
have eterna] life if they would but be- 
lieve and receive Him. 


bd 


And lest we today think of ourselves 
as any more deserving of God’s love than 
the men and women who actually car- 
ried. out the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus, 
let us remember the superior oppor- 
tunities that we have had in having the 
Scriptures, in the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, and in countless manifestations of 
God’s love and care for us. Yet have 
we not turned our backs upon Him at 
times and denied Him, by our actions 
if not by our words, and shown such a 
meager response to His great love? ' 


ve 


Now notice the amazing commandment 
in John 15 that the Lord Jesus has left 
with all who would follow Him and be 
His disciples. He has just stated that, 
as the Father has loved Him so He had 
loved them (John 15:9). Then He goes 
on, “This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another, as I have loved you” 
(v. 12). We do not have to know our- 
selves very well to realize the utter im- 
possibility of obeying this commandment 
in any strength of our own, Perhaps you 
are thinking right now of this one or 
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that one, telling yourself that it is “im- 
possible for me to love So and so.” Yet 
that is the simple and clear responsi- 
bility that we face, if we are followers 
of the Lord Jesus, the responsibility of 
loving every fellow disciple. What is 
more, He tells us that obedience to His 
commandments is a mark of our friend- 
ship and love toward Him. 


4 


The answer to this dilemma lies in the 
fact that “if any man be in Christ Jesus 
he is a new creation: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new” (2 Cor. 5:17). The love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts (Rom. 
5:5) works the miracle that we can 
never perform for ourselves, and this 
enables us to love the unlovely and the 
unloveable as well as the loveable. It 
is this love of God that constrains His 


followers (2 Cor. 5:14) to be His ambas-’ 


sadors and to beseech others in Christ’s 
place and, while His bodily presence is 
absent from the earth, to be reconciled 
to God. Is God’s love abounding in 
your heart and motivating all your serv- 
ice for Him? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


With the New Books 


The Lighted Road. By Frederick A. 
Tatford, Litt.D. (Victory Press, Clapham 
Crescent, London, S.W. 4; 3/.) This at- 
tractive little paper-covered book, sev- 
enty some pages, is a thought-provoking 
manual, throwing light on life’s path- 
way. It is full of wholesome, strong, 
and logical reasoning on many matters 
relating to the Christian’s life and walk. 
The first chapter, on guidance, is beau- 
tifully clear and Scriptural. The great 
problem of suffering is carefully rea- 
soned out, in the light of God’s Word. A 
keen, thoughtful, and happily satisfying 
discussion of the advisability of proper 
recreation follows. And another on 
power deals with the Spirit-filled life. 
Other topics dealt with are fear, friend- 
ships, and an inspiring and searching 
message on ineffectiveness. The little 
work might well become a beloved com- 
panion in the life of any thoughtful 


_ Christian, 


ve 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Commitiee. 


March 19 to 25 
Mon.—Luke 22:39-44, 
The Suffering Saviour. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He [Jesus] was 
withdrawn from them about a stone’s 
cast, and kneeled down, arid prayed, say- 
ing, Father, if thou be willing, remove 
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this cup from me: nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done.” “It behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day” (Luke 24:46). “We 
see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels .. . crowned with glory 
and honour; that he by the grace. of 
God should taste death for every man” 
(Heb. 2:9). Honor your suffering Sav- 
iour who bare your sins in His body on 
the tree. Contemplate the Lord of Glory, 
giving Himself as the ransom for your 
sins. Pray that our dull souls and hard- 
ening hearts may feel more and more 
the wonder and grace of our Saviour’s 
dying love. 


Tues.—Matthew 27:26-31. 
The Scourged Christ 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “When he [Pilate] 
had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to 
be crucified.” Our Lord predicted this 
terrible event (Matt. 20:17-19). “Jesus 
going up to Jerusalem took the twelve 
disciples apart in the way, and said unto 
them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; 
and the Son of man shall be betrayed 
unto the chief priests and unto the 
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scribes, and they shall condemn him to 
death, and shall deliver him to the Gen- 
tiles to mock, and to scourge, and to cru- 
cify him: and the third day h® shall 
rise again.” “Dwell upon the woes He 
bore, weep often at His feet; the story 
of His love adore, and vows of love re- 
peat.” Pray for more love to the Lamb 
of God. 


Wed.—Luke 23:33-43. 
. The Forgiving Christ. 
PraYeR Succestions: “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” 
The forgiving love of Christ will be felt 
by innumerable people throughout eter- 
nity. Pardoned sinners in Heaven will 
sing: “Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen” (Rev, 8:5, 6). But loved 
by Him as we are, we still are very un- 
lovely, and quite unloving. We are very 
“choosy” in our love, and avoid even 
many Christians we think to be below 
our grade, and more uncouth than we. 
How little love of Christ we all possess! 
Pray for Calvary love. 


Thurs.—Luke 23:44-49, Jesus on the Cross. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And al] the peo- 
ple that came together to that sight, be- 
holding the things which were done, 
smote their breasts, and returned.” Have 
you ever wept at the foot of Christ’s 
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TORLD cxcsaves 
BY vrs. Chas. E. Cowman, President 


A million Gospels needed! In 
Latin America, India and For- 

mosa. As the Lord provides gospels of John 
go free to reach “every creature” through 
established churches, boards and missions. 
Your pennies will help. Send for ‘Season 
the World With the Gospel” Bank of rich 
turquoise pottery. Attractive salt and pepper 
shakers with globe bank for a penny each 
meal sent free on request. Write for FREE 
bulletin and beautiful World Gospel Bank. 


P.O. BOX 9812-T, LOS FELIZ STA. 
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WANTED 


A Christian publishing company 
in the East wishes to contact a 
born-again Christian qualified as 
a machinist-operator who can set 
type and care for two Linotype 
machines (Mergenthaler, models 
29 and 25). Please write to 


Box No. 731 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














CHOIR COWNS 


Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


é. M. HALL, Inc., 14 Woe 40m Sweet 





Christian Representatives Wanted 


We have opportunity for Christian personnel full or 
part time. arvelous financial and spiritual returns 
introducing Word of God and sacred music in homes 
of America. This is only spiritual item effectively com- 
peting with radio and TV im this Audio age. Few 
territories still open. For information or personal 
interview write: 


AUDIO BIBLE SOCIETY 


Box 567 1061 Memoria! Avenue, Williamsport, Pa. 











Advertising brings new things te the 

reader’s attention and teaches him how 

te use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 

















PEWS, PULPIT s. CHANCEL 
———— Furnilirre 


« * EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
_ & DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, 








40 YEARS AGO —_——"— 


“In 1916 my wife and 
I opened the doors of our home to helpless, home- 
less ones who came our way, inviting them to share in 
with us. .*. . We were called of the Lord to open the 
Home of Onesiphorus to Be a Gospel “lighthouse” 
where those in need might come for help. . . . We 
began with five orphan boys and with $2.00 Chinese 

- money.” (Quoted from Founder’s letter.) 








Through the years the 
Home of Onesiphorus 
continued its ministry to 
unfortunate children, now 
Beirut, Lebanon — 

Ramallah, Jordan—Hong 

Kong. Representing the 

work is our color-sound 

motion film, “God's Other 

Children,” available on 

offering basis. Write for 

information — 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 

3939 N. Hamlin Ave. 

Chicago 18, Ill, Dept. 1 
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Renemssr your own last birthday? That fine feeling of 
peace and well being as you enjoyed the love of family and friends? The fre- 
quency with which birthdays occur seems to speed up with passing time. But, 
when your financial security has been assured by Moody Annuities, your happi- 
ness in them increases a little each year. Moody Annuity checks come as regularly 
as the yearly anniversary of your birth. For more than 47 years, Moody has 
never missed or been late with an annuity payment. 


Your Moody Annuity is a gift unto the Lord . . . through Moody Bible Insti- 
tute and its many ministries. And, in a sense, it is also a gift to yourself. It pro- 
vides a generous, unchanging income for the rest of your life. The satisfaction 
that comes from sharing in the work of Moody means a lot to your peace of 
mind, tbo. Your gift to the Institute is directly instrumental in the saving of many 
souls. It makes possible the tuition-free traming of dedicated young men and 
women for Christian service. It supports gospel literature work, radio station 
WMBI, the film ministry of Moody Institute of Science, and Bible teachers and 
evangelists in the field. 


A Moody Annuity provides you with “double dividends” on your savings. 
It pays ‘an annual return of up to 84% and also enables you to share in the 
eternal rewards for the souls won through MBI and its students, 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 


pe MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. S-56-24-3 
5) 820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 

(0 Please send me “Dovste Divivenns,” the story of Moody 
Annuities. 

() Please send folder, “You Can Take It With You,” relat- 
ing to stewardship and wills. 





Douste Divipenps, 

will be sent you on 4 
request. Mail coupon Name ge. 
today to get your 
copy. No obligation Address 
whatsoever. 














cross? Have you ever smitten your 
breast because your sin nailed Him 
there? Has Christ Jesus “been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you”? Pray 
always to be kept near the Cross, and 
that you may ever glory in the Cross 
of the Lord Jesus Jesus Christ, 


Fri—John 12:23-32. 
Necessity of the Cross, 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONs: “Now is my soul 
troubled; and what shal] I say? Father, 
save me from this hour: but for this 
cause came I unto this hour.” The neces- 
sity of Christ’s death for sinners is a 
philosophical, as well as a theological, 
fact. Only God manifest in flesh could 
pay the sinner’s debt to justice. There 
was none other great and good enough, 
and loving enough, to pay the price of 
sin, and who would open wide the gates 
of God and let such sinners (as we) into 
Paradise. “He is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for our’s only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world” (1 John 
2:2). Pray for more love to your Lord. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 1:17-25. 
Message of the Cross. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We preach 
Christ crucified.” Talking about the 
cross is common among us: but setting 
forth Christ’s atoning, vicarious, substi- 
tutionary death is quite another and 
more important matter. Preaching of 
the cross gives “offence” and raises per- 
secution. If we tell some men that “no 
outward forms can make them clean, 
for the leprosy of sin lies deep within,” 
and that only “the blood of Jesus Christ 
his [God’s] Son cleanseth . . . from all 
sin,” they will soon let us feel their 
scorn. And many more will let us talk 
about the cross who will hear of no such 
thing as being “crucified with Christ.” 
“Enemies of the cross of Christ” are 
many. Pray for more glorying in the 
Cross, and more boldness in preaching 
the Cross, 


Sun.—John 3:16-22, 
Christ Died for Us. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through 
him might be saved.” Think of the 
death of Christ, for sinners, but do not 
imagine that God was the party of 
the first part, sending Christ the party 
of the second part, to die for man the 
party of the third part. God would 
have had no moral right to sacrifice 
a second person for a third person. 
But God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Himself. He alone re- 
deemed us by His own blood. The 
God that appeared to Abraham on 
the plains of Mamre is the same who 
appeared in this world as the Babe 
of Bethlehem, to be the Saviour of the 
world. As Thomas confessed, can you 
say, “My Lord and my God” to 
Christ? Pray for mighty faith in God 
your Saviour. 
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